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The kingdom of heaven is lile unto a mer chant-man, 


ſeeking goodly pearls : Who, when he had found one 4 15 


pearl of great price, he went and ſold all that he had, 
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HAT. che "heather world was 
 greatly*enlightened and reformed 
by the lectures and inftructions of the 
Philofophers, nobody. will diſpute who 
conſiders, that the chief principle which 
they inculcated on their diſciples and 
followers was, that. happineſs was at- 
tainable only by an abſtinence from 
vice, and the practice of virtue; and 
that the main bent of their ſtuckes was, 
to promote the univerſal good of man- 
kind. More could not be expected 
from mere men, who had nothing: but 
the aw'of nature, and the light of rea- 
ſon to gude them. And yet, whoever 
reads the morals of Plutarch, Epictetus, 
Seneca, and others of thoſe ilhaſtrious 
ancients, muſt acknowledge, that their 
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precepts had a tendency to: promote- 
theſe great and beneficial ends, eſpecial- 
Iy, as their own examples were a living 
teſtimony of their perſuaſion. of- the: 
truth of their doctrines. _ 

But, though their improvements in 
knowledge and virtue were very great, 
yet whoever compares their ſyſtems of 

Ethicks with the Divine Morality of 
the Goſpel, muft cofffeſs an infinite de- 
ſparity between them; and that the 
ſermon on the mount not only com- 

prehends, but vaſtly improves all their 
rules and precepts for the regulation of 
life and manners, and the wennn 
of the paſſions. by 

Now, though the new law promulged 
by Jeſus Chriſt. and his apoſtles, has. 

| ſpread a brighter light over our minds. 
than could poſſibly be adminiſtred by 
any haman means; yet. great uſe may 

be made of the mi ſayings and (enti- 

ments which hiſtory has recorded.. of 4} 
thoſe ancient ſages, by applying and a» 

- . dapting them to the various caſes that 
occur *in he Chriſtian de 
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This I have attempted in the follow- 
ing ſheets, and endeavoured to point 
out to the ſincere Chriftian, a new me- 
thod of improving himſelf in divine 
knowledge; namely, by converting the 
wiſdom of the ancients into uſeful leſ- 
ſons for the practice of the various du- 
ties of his religion... And, as I have no 
view in this work, but to aſſiſt the ex- 
perimental Chriſtian in his ſpiritual ex- 
erciſes, and to help him on in his pro- 
greßs towards eternal happineſs, I hope 
my endeayours will be favourably re- 
ceived, however weak and imperfect the. 
performance may be. 
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\UT of many, 3 are, 1 preſume; two- 
grand ends that induce men to write: 
and publiſh their performances to the world; | 
the one to gain popular applauſe, to de 1 
highly eſteemed for their ſuperior wit and 
ſcholaſtic learning; and the other with a. | 
real deſire to promote the glory of Jehovahz. 
and the eternal welfare of the human ſpe- 
cies, I hope I may claim a part in the lat- 
ter, which, has put me upon preſenting the 
world with this CazixzT of JEWELS, am 
ſenſible it will meet with variety of recep- 
tions; the learned reader may condemn it, 
becauſe it is not adotned with the flowers 
of rhetoric; the ignorant, for want of pro- 
er judgment, will deſpiſe it; and none will 
14 its value, but real experimental Chriſ- 
tians, that are endowed with ſupernatural 
wiſdom. May the Lord give you not only 
to read, but to underſtand, to the edifica- 
tion of your immortal ſouls, is the earneſt 
deſire of mo 


Friend and Servant, 
For Chriſt's ſake, 
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' ANY of the Philoſophers were men 
| eminent in morality; their doctrines 
ſometimes divine, and worthy. the medita- 
tions and practices of Chriſtian profeſſors. 


It was a very excellent ſaying of Antonia 
nus, Make it no longer a matter of diſpute, 
what are the marks and ſigns of a good man; 
but immediately ſet about it, and endeavour 
to become ſuch a one. ! | 


A poor ſcholar, Æſchines, having nothing 
to give his tutor, Socrates, for his pains ta- 
ken with him: When others gave gifts, Sir, 
ſaid he, I have, nothing to give you; but if 
you will take me, I will beſtow myſelf upon 
you. Wilt, thou fo? faid Socrates, nay, 
then I will give thee thyſelf better: And 

3 ſo inftructed him in philoſophy. *© Chrift 
F hath taken more pains for and about us, 
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and ſhall we not give ourſelves to him, 

who will give us ourfelves better again, and 

inſtruct us in divinity to the ſaving of our 
_ ſouls?” 


A great man having injured a philoſo- 
pher, ſent his ſervant. to intreat or charge 
him, that he · would not Write againft him; 
by whom he returned this anſwer, That 
he was not at leiſure to think of him. Oh i 
| how delightful it is. to live, when injuries 
8 intermedgle not with the ſoul; but it can 
enjoy itſelf, and employ itſelf without aſe 
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Seneca hath'this fimilitude to ſet out the 
eat evil of murmuring under ſmall afflic- 
tions: Suppoſe, ſaith he, a man to have a 
very fair houſe to dwell in, with very fair - 
orchards and garde ns, ſet about with brave 
tall trees for ornament; what a meſt un- 
reaſonable thing were ĩt in this man to mur 
mur, becauſe the wind blows a few leaves off 
the: trees though they hang full of fruits. 
& If God take a little and and leave us 
much, ſhall we be diſcontent ? If he takes 
our ſon, and give us his own ?-If he cauſe 
the trees to bring forth fruit, mall we be 
angry i the wind blow era the delt. 
Since God, ſaid Socrates, is fo careful for 
you, what need you to be fo careful for 


835 
yourſelves? '* How like is this to that of 
Chriſt, Take'no thought, Sc. for your hea- 
venly Father knows that ye have need of 


theſe things. Let your converſation be with- 
our care, for God careth for 8 


When Soctates in a diſpute did bitterly: 
fall upon one of his familiars, faid Plato to 
him, It had been better to have ſpoken of 
theſe things in private; and replied Socra» 
tes, Shouldft thou not atfo have told me in 
private? © Reproofs are not very like to 
take, when in repfoving we commit the e- 
vil we condemn. 1 en en 

Socrates wittily rebuked the pride of Al- 
eibiades, when he proudly boaſted how much 
land he had that lay together, by bringing 
him a map of the world, ſaying, Pray ſhew 
me where your land lyeth here? One prick. 
of a pin would have deſcribed all.“ Alas! 
why do we boaſt ? The whole world. is no- 
thing to heaven; and that which we have, 
is nothing to the whole. Shall we be proud: 
of atoms and duſt 7” Abb IP 


Cato, among other things, repented of this, 
that ever he ſpent one day idle. Dionyſius 
the elder, being demanded if he had nothing 
to do ? ſaid, God forbid. Scipio the elder, 
faid, that he was never leſs alone, than when 
moſt alone; when be was at leiſure, he had 
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he F huſineſs. hat a. ſhame is > 
1 17 Obe flian to be 1 idle, and trif- 
ling 15770 that time which heathens made ſo 
much of !” Alas, I have. loſt a day, ſad 


Titus Veſpaſian of the 70 wherein, he had 
ane no good. | 


Tull thought him not t worthy the ne 
of a man, that ſpent a whole day in the 
pleaſures of the fleſh. And Socrates had 
ſach, a vile eſteem of ſin; that he thought it 
one of the greateſt torments of men in ano- 
ther life, to be hound to the fins they oat 
delighted in ir this life. And Seneca ſai 
of himſelf, Iam too great, and born to great- 

e than that I ſhould be a ſlave to 
my body, Oh Chriſtians!” what do you” 

more than. athers ? Will not you live. above 
the fleſh and deeds thereof? 
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N ee ſaid one to Antigonug, that 
thou art ſon to a king, and that will keep 
thee from baſe courſes. And when Philip 
would have Alexander, who was very ſwitt- 
of foot, to run in the: Olympic games, 1. 
could be well content, ſaid he, provided 
there were kings and princes to run with 
me. Let Chriſtians then. ſtand on their 
birth and name, to do nothing below the 
eſtate of king's ſons, nothing unbecoming. 
ug as.are © Nene. ts it. for. ings 
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Chriſtran in the time of trial, 
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When Alexander ſaw an apparent great 


danger near him, Now, ſays he, here is a 
danger or trial fit for the mind of 'Alexan- 
der. * Chriſtians ſhould ſay of the great · 
eſt trials, here is a trial'for:a Chriſtian, - As 


it is faid of Ighativs, that when he felt his 


fleth and his bones begin to be ground be- 
_ tweenthe teeth of wild beaſts, Now, ſays he, 


I begin to be a Chriſtian : For as Queen 
Eliſabeth ſaid in priſon, The ſkill of a pilot 
is beſt known in a-tempeſt; the valour of a 
captain, in a battle; and the worth of a 
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It is ſaid of Plutarch, that he ſhould fay 
of himſelf, It were better there had never 
been ſuch a man as Plutarch, than that they 
ſhould juſtly report him unmerciful and un- 
juſt, It was a worthy ſaying of an heathen, 
and might well become the meditation of a 
Chriſtian. There are many who go under 


the notion and profeſſion of Chriſtians; few are 


really ſuch comparatively: But better were 
it we never were born, than that we fhould 
be Chriſtians only in profeſſion, not in prac - 
tice ; having a form of godlinefs, but deny- 
ing the power of it in our lives and conver- 
ſations : For then we have cauſe to fear the 
pronouncing” of the ſad ſentence, Go ye 
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em when one TR called him 
coward. becauſe he would not play at dice 
with him, ſaid, I confeſs I am 1.75 cow- 


ard in theſe things that are evil, for- I dare 


do nothing at all. 11 is better to be re- 
proached for not doing evil, than to 185 evil 
nip ee 4 5 „ 


>: Kade mee his boaſt, that there was not | 


one of his ſoldiers but woold venture their 


lives for him, if it were to leap into the ſea, 


or to. caſt themſelves down a high tower, if 


he required it. How much then ſhould 


Chriſtians be at Chriſt's command, and not 
love their lives unto the death ; eſpecially 
18 all his commands are re holy, Juſt, and 
good. 
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did often perſwade him to become a Chri- 


ſtian; Oh, but ſaid the philoſopher, If Icurn 
Chriſtian, I muſt, or may loſe all for Chriſt. 
To whom, and to which the miniſter replied, 
If you loſe any thing for Chriſt, he will re- 
ay it an hundred fold. But, ſaid the phi- 
loſopher, will you be bound for Chriſt, that 
if he does not pay me, you will? Yes, that 
I will, ſaid the miniſter : So the philoſopher 
became a Chriſtian, and the miniſter entered 
into bond, and became a ſurety for the Surety 
of the Covenant. When this new Chriſtian 
philoſopher was on his ſick and death-bed, he 
held this bond in his hand, and ſent for the 
miniſter to whom he gave up the bond ſay- 
ing, Chriſt hath paid all, there's nothing for 


You to pay, take your bond, “ Surely, 


though a man ſhould be a loſer for Chriſt, 
yet he ſhall be no loſer by Chriſt; he will 
make amends for all,” Mat. xix. 21. 


Marcus Arethuſius, miniſter of a church 
in the time of Conſtantine, who, in Conſtan- 
tine's time, had been the cauſe of over- 
throwing an idol's temple ; afterwards when 
when Julian came to be emperor, he would - 
force the people of that place to build it up 
again; they were ready to do it, but he re- 
fuſed ; whereupon thoſe that were his o] 
22 to whom he preached, took him, and 
ripped him of all his clothes, and abuſed 

his naked body, and gave it up to the ehil- 
dren to lance it with their pen-knives, and © 
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then cauſed him to be put in a baſket, and 
anointed his naked body with honey, and 
ſet him in the ſun, to be ſtung with waſps; 
and all this cruelty they ſnewed becauſe he 
would not do any thing towards the build- 
ing up of this idol temple. Nay, they came 


to this, that if he would do the leaſt towards 


it, if he would give but a halfpenny to it, 
they would ſave him: But he refuſed all, 
though the giving of a halfpenny might 

have ſaved his life; and in doing this, he 
did but live up to that principle that moſt 
Chriſtians talk of, and all profeſs, but few 
come up to it, vig. That we muſt chuſe 
rather to ſuffer the worſt of torments that 
men and devils can invent and inflict, than 
to commit the leaſt ſin, whereby God ſhould 
be diſhonoured, our conſciences wounded, 


religion reproached, and our own ſouls en- 
dangered.” | 


A philoſopher walking abroad, found a 


woman weeping, and aſking her the reaſon, 
Alas,! faid ſhe, I have broke my pitcher ; 
and walking another day, found another wo- 


man weeping, and aſking her the reaſon, 


ſhe tald him her ſon was dead, He preſent- 


; ly ſays, Did that woman think that an earth- 


en pitcher would not break; and this wo- 
man, that a mortal man would not die? 
« Should we not expect that changeable will 
change ? That the faſhion of this world will 
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2 other arguments, hath this, We muſt always 
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paſs away? We ſhould ſo uſe enjoyments, 
as if we were taking leave of them; Our 
moderation of joy and ſorrow ſhould be 
known; becauſe the end of all things is at 
hand.“ | 


Socrates, when the tyrant did threaten 
death «to him, told him he was willing; 
nay then, ſaid the tyrant, you ſhall live a- 
gainſt your will: Nay, but ſaid Socrates, 
whatever you do with me, it ſhall be my 
will. And a certain ſtoic ſpeaking of God, 
faid, what God will, I will; and what is not 
God's will ſhalt not be mine; he will that I 
live, I will live; if it be his pleaſure that I 
die, I will die. How ſhould the will of 
Chriſtians ſtoop and lie down at the foot of 
God's will; not my will but thine be done.“ 


Plutarch, in his guy conſolatory to his 
a child, among many 


think well of what the god's do. And 
ſhall not Chriſtians think well of what God 
doth, and ſay as Hezekiah, Good is the 
word, and good is the work of the Lord.“ 


A Roman ſervant knowing that his maf- 
ter was ſought to be put to death, put him- 
ſelf into his maſter's-clothes, that he might 
be taken for him; and ſo was, and put tO 
death; in memory whereof, his maſter erec- 
pA 2 
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ted a brazen ſtatue. Oh what monu- 
ments ſhall we erect for Chriſt, who, when we 
exe to be put to death, would die for us! for 
a gbod man ſome would dare to die; and 
greater love than this cannot be ſhewn, than 
than that a man may lay down his life for 
a friend; but behold herein God manifeſteth. 
and commendeth his love to us, that while 
we were yet ſinners, yea, enemies, Chriſt died: 
for us.“ | 


The young philoſophers were very for- 
ward o get the precepts of their ſect, and 
the rule of ſeverity, that they might diſ- 
courſe with, kings and nobles, not that they 
might reform their own manners. Many 
profeſſors in this age are like thoſe philoſo- 

hers; they are very induſtrious to get know- 
— that they may be able to diſcourſe, 
and that they may be eyed, owned, and ho- 
noured among others, for their knowledge 
and underſtanding : Souls that are rich in. 
grace, they labour after greater meaſures of 
grace, out af love to grace, and becauſe of 
an excellency that they ſee in grace. Grace is 
a very ſparkling jewel; and he that loves it, 
and purſues after it for its own native beauty, 
hath much of it within him.“ 


The old Italians were wont in time of 
thunder to ſhoot off their greateſt ordnance, 
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to drown the noiſe of the heavens. So 
let God thunder from heaven, yet wicked 
men will ſo improve their wicked principles, 
that their conſciences may not hear the noiſe 
of the thunder-claps of divine diſpleaſure, 
The covetous man will improve his earthly 

rinciples ; and the ambitious man his am- 
bitious principles; and the voluptuous man 
his voluptuous principles; and the unchaſte 
man his - unclean principles; and the erro- 
neous man his. erroneous principles ; and 
the blaſphemous man. his blaſphemous prin- 
ciples ! . Shall wicked men thus improve 
their wicked principles to the uttermoſt a- 
gainſt God, Chriſt, and religion, and againſt 
the profperity, peace, joy, and happineſs of 
the ſaints! And ſhall not - ſaints improve 
their graces to the uppermoſt, for the ho- 


nour of the Lord, the advancement of re- 


ligion, and the mutual profit and benefit of 
each ober? 


A philoſopher obſerveth, that all bipedes, 
creatures with two feet, are ſtill. looking up 
ward... Birds and fowls ſeldom. ſtay long 
upon the earth; when they light there, it is 
to ſeek their food, no ſooner have they got» 
ten that, but they mount upward toward 
heaven; though where the carcaſs is, the 
eagles are gathered together; yet when 
they have got their prey, and ſatisfied their 
hunger, they ſoar aloft, as if they mounted 
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up to heaven. Beaſts, though they cannor 
mount upward, and are made ſo as they look 
downward, yet they are often ſeen to lift up 
their heads toward heaven, eſpecially. in the 
time of extremity.. Naturaliſts obſerve of: 
the lion and the cock, that they expreſs. 
their joy at the riſing of the fun, as being. 
fenfible of the motion of the heavenly bo- 
dies. The like may be ſaid of ſome fiſhes. 
in the ſea. They tell us of a fiſh which 
hath but one eye, which is ſeated like a ver- 
tical point upon the top of its head, always 
looking towards heaven; therefore is called 
by the Grecians, the Beholder of. Heaven. 
Others tell of a precious ſtone taken out- 
of the head of a fiſh called Synodus, that: 
beareth ſome reſemblance of the ſun: and 
moon, and other heavenly bodies. If we 
come to the lower vegetables, Proclus ob- 
ſerveth, that plants and flowers, and o- 
ther vegetables have all a dependence, 
and many of them ſome repreſentation of 
the heavenly bodies; the tulip, mari- 
gold, and ſome other flowers wait upon 
the ſun, as the handmaid upon the hand of 
her miſtreſs, opening by degrees as the ſun 
aſcends, and again ſhutting up themſel ves 
gradually, as the ſun declineth; and this ſo 
punctually, that though the tun appear nor, 
A man may more infallibly know when it is 
high noon by their full ſpreading, than by 
any clock or watch. The hop in its grows 
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ing winds itſelf about the pole, always fol- 
lowing the courſe oß the ſun from eaſt. to 
wedſt, and can by no means be forced to a 
cContrary way. Some affirm, that the ſap 
in trees preciſely follows the motion of the 
ſun, aſcending and deſeending at the ſame 
time, and by the ſame ſteps the [ſup doth. 
If we come lower to inanimate creatures, . 
Plato obſerveth, that all the elements do. 
naturally deſire to evaporate themſelves in- 
to the cœleſtial N ion, as it were, there to 
attain to a higher degree of perfection; the 
fire and air, thoſe lighter elements, ſtill aſpire 
higher and higher, as: it were, to make near- 
er approaches towards heaven ;. the earth 
and water, thoſe heavy elements, though 
they do not aſcend in their groſs. bodies, yet 
they are daily ſending up ſome thinner part 
of themſelves, ſome vapours, as it were ſome 
breathings, towards heaven, Naturaliſts 
ſpeak of ſeveral ſtones, in which there is 
ſome repreſentation of the heavenly bodies ; 
ſo that in the ſeveral orders of nature, there 
is ſomething that might remind us of our 
duty of converling in heaven, and looking 
to thingseternal.: There is ſcarce anything 
we look on, but might ſome way or other 
put us in mind of this. The beſt and 
choiceſt things the earth affords, are hid 
from our eyes, ſhut up in darkneſs ; ſo as if 
we look downward, we ſee only the ſurface 
of the earth, and there our ſight is bounded; 


- 
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whereas; upward toward heaven, all things: 
are open and tranſparent; to note how vaſt 
our affections ſhouid be toward heaven. 
If we ſtand upon ſome high ſteeple, and 
look downward to the earth, we cannot look 
long without dizzineſs and fear; whereas; 
when wellook upward toward heaven, tho? ' 
-a:: thouſand times greater diſtance, we can 
continue looking without either, as if na- 
ture would hereby remind us, that our eyes 
were given us to look to heaven, not to the 
earth. © Having then ſo many monitors, 
we ſhall ſkew ourſelves ill ſcholars if we do 
not learn this leſſon of converſing with, and 
ſetting our affections on, things above.“ 


After Julius Cæſar was murdered, Anto- 
nius brought forth his coat all bloody, and 
cut, and laid it before the people, ſaying, . 
Look here, you have your emperor's coat 
thus bloody and torn. Whereupon the 
people were preſently in an uproar, and cri- 
ed out to ſhy thoſe murderers and they 
took their tables and ſtools that were in the 
place, and ſet them on fire, and run to the 
houſes -of them that had ſlain: Cæſar, and 
burnt them. S0 when we confider - that 
fin hath ſlain: our Lord Jeſus,. how ſhould 
it provoke our hearts to. be revenged on it, 
that hath murdered the Lord of glory, and 
hath done that miſchief, that all the devils 
in hell could never have done,” | 
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When news. was brought to Zeno that 
his ſhip with all the freight and merchan- 
diſe therein was caſt away; Thou haſt done 
well, O fortune, ſaid he, to drive us to our 
ſtudying gown and our philoſopher's life a- 
gain.“ We ſhould look upon loſſes and af- 


flictions, as that which is to draw and drive 
us nearer unto God in holineſs of life,” 8 


When Alexander came to Diogenes, and 
aſked him, if he wanted any thing, and: 
would requeſt any thing of him & Nothing, 
faid he, but that thou wouldeſt ſtand: out of 
the ſun. To a gracious heart there is 
nothing comparable to the ſhining of. the 
a of Righteouſneſs,” 


A Perſian king had one about him, whats 
place and office it was to ſay unto him every 
morning as he entered into the chamber, 
Ariſe my Lord, and have regard to thoſe af- 
fairs for which Meſoromaſdes, i. e. the great 
God, would have you to provide. We 
ſhould bethink us every. night what we have 


done, and every morning what we have to 
do for, and in obedience to, the great God.“ 


God, faith Plutarch, hateth and puniſheth. 
thoſe who will ſeem to imitate him in thunder, 
lightening, and ſun beams; but thoſe that 
be followers. of. his virtue and goodnefs, he: 


C2) 
- obſervation, and ſuitable. to the ſcriptures.” 


Nicias a painter, was: ſo: affectionately 


bent to his art, that he often forgot himſelf, 


and would afk- his ſervants whether he had 


dined or no? The intentneſs of Archimedes 


alſo is famouſly known. Oh that we 
could be, if wa now and then, ſo i intent At. 
meditation of God!” Go. 


Diodyſius the younger uſed to ſay, that 
he kept and maintained many learned men, 
not becauſe he. did eſteem them ſo much, 
but for that he deſired to be eſteemed for 
their ſake. May we not fear. that many 
entertain preachers and miniſters on the like 
account, and for the ſame reaſfon?“ 


King Henry IV. aſked the Duke of Alva, 
if he had obſerved the great eclipſe of the 
ſun which had lately happened? No, ſaid 
the Duke, I have ſo much to do on earth, 
that I. have no leiſure to look up to heaven, 
« Oh! that this were not true of moſt pro- 
feſſors in theſe days; it is very ſad to think, 
how their hearts and time is ſo much taken 
up with earthly things, that they have ſcarce 
any leiſure to look up to heaven, or to look 
after Chriſt, and the things that belong to 
their everlaſting peace.“ 


TIbveth and advanceth. e An admirable- 
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Eudamedes ſeeing Xenocrates, an old 


man, ſtudying philoſophy with young ſcho- 
lars in an academy, demanded of one that 
ſtood by what he was? And being told he 


was one that ſought. after virtue; ſaid he, 
If he be ſtill ſtudying and ſtill ſeeking it, 


when will he uſe and practiſe it? © Alas! 
how many are there. that are ever learning, 


but never come to the knowledge of the 
truth?“ | 


Alexander .commanded his treafurer to 


give Anaxarchus the philoſopher whatſo- 


ever he demanded.; and when his treaſurer 


brought him word, that he craved an exceſ- 
ſive ſum, viz. an hundred talents. The 
man, ſaid Alexander, doth very well, know- 
1ng as he doth that he hath ſuch a friend of 


me, as both can and will beſtow ſo much 


upon him. “ We may aſk great things of 


of the great God, being aſſured that he both 


can and will make good his promiſes. He 
will give like a God.“ 


One day when Phocion had delivered his 
advice among a great aſſembly of people, 
and ſeeing that with one accord they all a 
proved his ſpeech, he was aſnamed; and 
turning toward his friends, ſaid, What ! 
have I ſpoken ſome words that are not good, 
that the people ſpeak well of it? © A good 


ST Þ 


man may in ſome caſes be jealous of -him- 
felf when the bad approves him. Woe unto 
you when all men {pet well of you.” * 


One aſking Ageſilaus the Great, what 
children ſhould learn when they are young? 
anſwered, That which they were to practice 
when they were grown up. © Teach a 
child the tread of his way, and when he 1 1s 
old he will not depart from it.“ | 


A philoſopher being aſked why rich men 
attended not the gates of philoſophers ? Be- 
cauſe, ſaid he, they know not their need of 
philoſophy. The reaſon fo few attend at 
wiſdom's gates, is, becauſe they know not 
the need they" 4 og in of Chriſt Jeſus a 


When there were commotions in Cæſar's 
army, the very name of Quirites huſht them. 
« Oh that the name of Chriſt might prevail 
to huſh the commotions that are among 
profeſſors, who bite and devour one another, 
and co themſelves more hurt than theirene- 
mies could. : 


{Pdlenioin coming into the ſchool of Ze- 
nocrates, with his drunken company crown- 
ed with garlands, purpoſely to out-face him 
and his philoſophy ; Zenocrates nevertheleſs, 
went on with a lecture of temperance, preſ- 
| ling it fo far, that it wrought much upon 


1 
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Polemon, yea ſo much, that he immediatel- 


abandoned his former courſes; and became 
his diſciple, and proved the ſtricteſt of the 
whole ſect. How many have been thus 


caught at ſermons, and of vile finners be- 


come ſtrict ſaints ? 


One of king Cyrus's courtiers, and a 
great favorite, having but little eſtate, when 
he was to marry his daughter, was aſked, 
Sir, where will you have portion for your 
daughter? He anſwered, Cyrus is my friend. 
«© Saints may ſay, The Lord is my friend, 
and my portion, therefore I ſhall not want,” 


Furnius Camillus was always like him 
ſelf, the ſame man, not puffed up by being 
a dictator, nor dejected when forbidden 
his country. The Chriſtians motto ſhoald 
be that of queen Elizabeth, emper eadem, — 
ways the ſame; not to be lifted up in | 
perity, nor caſt down in adverſity,” |! 


Anzifthenes being aſked what he got by 


learning ? anſwered, That he could talk 
with 'himſfelf, he could live alone, he needed 


not to go en and be beholding to o- 


thers for delight, © Much more may he 
ſay this, yea, and much more than this, 
who hath learned Chriſt, and the truth as it 
is in Jeſus.“ | 8 | 
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- Zenophon tells us, that when Cyrus gave 
Artabaſus, one of his courtiers, a cup of 
gold, he gave Chryſantes his favorite no- 
thing at that time but a kiſs, which occaſi- 
oned this ſpeech from Artabaſus to Cyrus, 
Sir, the cup you gave me was not ſo good 
gold as the kiſs you gave Chryſantes. © God 
gives wicked men -many times gold, but 
without: kiſſes; and godly men kiſſes, but 
without gold ; yet the godly may ſay, there 
is more gold in their kiſſes than in the o- 
thers gold. Therefore kiſs the Son leſt 
he be angry with you, and ye periſh from 
the way,” P/al. it. 12. 


* 


There was a long feud between Themi- 
ſtocles and Ariſtides; but being both em- 
ployed in ſervice for their country, Ariſtides 
beſpoke Themiſtocles thus, If we be wiſe, it is 
hightimewe fhould leave off this vain envy 

and ſpite we have a long time borne each o- 
ther, and that weſhould enter into another ſort 
of tavy more honourable and profitable; I 
mean, which of us two ſhould do his beſt en- 
deavour to fave. Greece, To which The- 
miſtocles made this anſwer, Fam ſorry Ariſ- 
tides, that herein your honeſty appeareth 
greater than mint; but ſeeing it is ſo, that 
you have deſerved the honour in beginning 
and procuring ſuch a commendable ſtrite 
between us, 1 will henceforth endeavour 
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to exceed you in continuing this your de- 
fire, .** O that ſaints would learn from 
heathens tolay aſide their articular differ- 
ences, to mind public e © Alas! 
ſhall heathens be Fetter at ſelf-denial than 
ie. 

p | 


When chimedes bad found out the re- 
d ga queſtion in the mathematics, 

F '9 it M ARE, rayilhed, I have found 
it, have © Wit * So when a ſoul that 
hath been *. of love for Chriſt Jeſus, 8 
ata 9 N ne n ſhed with z eries out, I 
e ung bim whom oy favl lpverh.” 


of ang 9e and ſhppaſe a Roman, * is 
90 ſpirit to cry out, I am 
21 See e file Ni 1s ſafe, b Oh how 


1 Chriſtians to cry out I am u 


99 9592 While Chriſt anf heir. inezelt, 1 Ne 87 
e 4. bovil bad +1 36s 20% 5d 5 
TY 
© Galienus the emperor, "hep the. repr | 
a ro him that, Ie [1.4 9 
Cannot If Aye, wit 177 
? And. when 1 50 Nas delt | 
bilo a reh t. 9 His $a OV d oa; Of 
WAS Wa 3, Wha: t then, fa he, cant 
live Nic We PL 880 Aae He 
for Chriſtians 5 ſpeak thus of any of £ 
loſſes, from a principle of acquaintance Wich ' 
2. 


© 28 ) 
and en joyment of God, is excellent. It is 
like that of Habakkuk, chap. iii. 17 Tho- 
< the fig-tree ſhob ld not bloſſom, neither 
© ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the 
© olive ſhall fail; the fields ſhall yield no 
© meat, the fock ſhall be cut off from the 
© fold, and there ſballbeno herd in the ſtalls, 
© yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will j Joy in 
* the God of my ſalvation.” "What | can- 


not 1 hve and rejoice without the flax of 
Egypt, and the delicacies. of Aſia,” 


God, faid Socrates, vin be worſh tipped 
with that kind of worſhip only whith 
felf hath cammaaded ;. — he will not. be 
worſhipped, faid Cicero, with ſuperſtition, | 
but with piety. © Oh that Chriſtians Huy 
hear and earn b.. We 
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When Cer was * webty be; 5 
of age, he wept that he had lived ſo be, 
and done no, great exploits. When, as. 
Alexander at that age, had conquered al- 
moſt all. the world. How many ſouls. 
that have lived to twen ke 7 0 9 Mie 

the; er Dn 'be to {awe OY "more yeats, 
| ot yet done any thing to che con- 
gu the world, the ſubdving of ſia, 
che working out of. the {alvarion. of. Weir 
A nr er . 
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It is a m & ih ful thang, laid Szneca, 
©; y 8 — ahing (and, think another. 

2 ſedchen den IPG PRE ack thy ange. 
Wee chen As o rad or man.“ 11. ſ 
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Such 3 * "well and d well are 10 = 
embraced, ſaid. Ariſtotle, pnt their very 
pfyſsſon is to be ſulpeRed, wheoback it 
not bye fuirable Practice, f le ig not 


names, = things; not words, but warks. 
What pity it is to join drunkard or ſwearer, 


on proud, or coveious with Chriſtian; Men 
Join what, God, hath, ſeparatedi and God will 
Jeparags what men hath Joined. It is np 
Ils an bominstiont to, Püt a god name 
han a bad mas, than to n. e 
vppn a gg9d Mans"; I cel; N 

Gy "When: the. duke Fu SG. 88 
| entered into the incommodities of a religi- 
ous poverty and retirement, he was one day 
ſpied and pnied by a lord f Italy, ho out 
of wegidernets, wiſhed, hips go e gra Carp» 
ful and nutritive oß this perſog z the good 
guke} anfwered, Sir, be not trouhled, and 
think not chat I am, ill provided of conve- 
niencies, for J ſend an harbinger before me, 
that makes. feady my, lodgings,,.and takes 


are, thas Ii be royallyg entertained: The 
Lord aſked him, who was his harbinger? he 


anſwered, The knowledge ot myſelt, and the 
. C. 3 


Ow.) 
the conſiceration of what I deferve for my 
fins,” which is eternal torments'! and when 
with this knowledge Larrive at my lödgings, 
how unprov ĩded ſbever Tay find them, me- 
thinks it is ever better than I. deſerve. 
As the ſenſe of fin which merits hell, 
ſweetens preſent fifficulties ; ſo does the ex- 
pettation and hopes of a bleſſed reſurrection, 


and a joyful admittance into the e | 
glory: PRO eh 2 100 des Ft; 


of M. mung“ Fm % » , a . " TEE 
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Phocion, aſter he had done nay AY 
ſervices for the Athenians, was put to death 
by them; but a little before his death, he 
charged his ſon, never to wiſh to the A. 
-thenians; for bat they had done to Hiln, 

4 Wiſh them well that wiſ you ill, love 
and be a friend to your enemies; pray for, 
and cure” not them that do deſpirefully uſe 
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VT n b 0e w Nbimin adit had 
| At the Greeks at Uberty, they fo cried out 
Sorerk“ Sorer 7: faviour? favicur? that the 

very birds, aſtoniſhed'at the noiſe; fell to 
4 earth. Oh! with what ſhoutings 
| ſhould ſaints cry out of Chriſt Jeſus, Soter! 

Soter! ſaviour LEviour ! ſeeing he hath fer 
them: at überty from eur fi ind wrath 
\. ama da 


— 


- 
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An karl called Elezarus, being given to- 
immoderate anger, was eured of that dif- 
Ni affection, by ſludying of Chriſt, and 
his patience: He ſtill Gel upon the medĩ- 
tatibnof Chriſt andhĩs patience, till he found 
his heart transformed into the ſimilitude of 
Jeſus Chriſt. And oh that you would 
never leave ponderirg upon that glorious 
example of Chriſt's humility, till your 
hearts be made humble, like the * of 
Chriſt 0 1 
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. Balahacure engraved this wett firing of 
our Lord, Learn of me, for I am meek — 
low! 5 heart, in his ſtudy- „ Oh that 
chat th s ſiy ing was - graved Ane = your 


Rn Jovi op chin "izions life 
and death of Hilaron, folding up the book 
ſaid, Well, Hilaron ſhall be the champion 
A. will imitate. ee When: you Re 


1 * lorious example of Chriſt, ſay, 
"The Lord 


ſus, his example ſhall be that 
that m 7 ſoul ſhall imitate. 1 whe 


ue aſked' a philopher, „ what God was 
dog He 8 That his whole work 
was to lift up the humble, and to caſt down 
the prouck. Then Agamemnon fajd, What 
hot the conqueror fear? Caſander pre- 
ſently anſwered, he ſhould fear this moſt of 
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all, That he Ho not at all. The altar un- 


der the law was, Holler th.receiye..the fire, 
the 15 wache aerifice ; a 
men under the u 
empty of all 0 0 1 5 80 and, 
ceitedneſs, that ſo they may receive 
of, the ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt, . 
himſelf à {acrifice for our, ing, Fab is 
champ s; bene e loye the nurſe, 


but hymility 4] e, ft. 
N © Be ce Te bn $ m he 


learned ſays. the Greek word imports, that 
hymility is the ribbon oc firing that ties we 
ether all theſe precious 1 the reſt of 
"the 4 n of, the 1 1 4 —_— breaks, 
ea e e. 
Lodovic ut, a. kn vt . 
when in Marc 5 — of Ee — 
were bound wirh cords; going eon | 
and he for his dignity was not bound he 
cried, Kiva ng: my 1 UNS to, let me youu . 
koeln en I he jacee order,, , Therclgte.ler- 
vs learn oo s merk, and Joy in 
heart, a d we fh I certain 15 a — 
Totale reſt to — fouls.” The ſtone cal- 
led Pontaurus is of that wy that it pre- 
ſexves him that carries it fro any 
bs poiſon.“ The LE in 
Chriſt to gur ſouls is the mo Nen en 
or Pearl ip, the worlc fert us frq 
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heaven without him. Lambert the martyr 
lifting up his hands in the flames, ſaid, Nope 
but Chrift, none but Chriſt. 

- Chriſt i is the moſt ſparkling diam nd. in 
the ring of glory, Therefore we ſhould 
© count all things but loſs and dung, for the 
e excellency of 75 knowledge of Chriſt 
c Jeſus,” Phit. iii, 8. Beza iid, Time is à 
precious commodity; of all other profeſ- 
fions a man may have two at once, but two 
moments of time together noman cauld ever 
have; therefore Cato held, that a wiſe man 
ſhould be able to give an account of his 
leiſure as well as his labour. Said Seneca, 
Iſpent no day idly. And Pliny faid to his 
nephew, when he ſaw him walk out ſome 
hours without ſtudying, you might have bet- 
ter beſtowed your time. * The common 
complaint is, we want time; but the truth 
is, we do. not lo much want it as waſte it,” 


Bede tells of a certain great man, that was 
admit in his ſicknels to repent; who 


anſwered, that he would not repent yet, for if 


be ſhould recover his companions would 
Hegk at him; but growing worſe his friends. 
d him again to repent, but he told 


55 it was too late; for now, ſaid he, am 8 


Judged and. condemned. 


Bellarmine tells of a deſperate advocate 
It che court of Rome, who being exhorted 
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on. \ his death- bed 0 make his Peace. with 
God, made this ſp eech to him, Lord, I have 
L word to ſay to, Nike not for mylel f, but 
for my wife and children; for T am haſtning 
to hell, neither iS there any thing that [ 
would beg of thee. in mine own Speball. 


And this he 4 0 ſaith de 0e 


hl tug ſinners Moby die in their 1 * wi 
be plunged; into the e of evelaſting 
MOVE Ye 3,319 ; 59563 nt ow. ei dag es 


Melchia Adams, Ae; in the Hife of 
Gobelinus, that a little before his time, there 
was a play ſet forth at Eſenach in Germany, 
of the wiſe and fooliſh, virgins; wherein. 
the Virgin Mary, who was one of the, five 
ſaints that repreſented the wiſe, virgins, was. 
brought j in with the reſt; telling the beo 
virgins wha cried to her for hy that it was 
too late; and then others. repreſenting the 
fooliſh virgins,. fell a weeping and making 
moſt bitter lamentations.- rech Prince 


Frederick. » who Was. one Ld the ſpectat Org 
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agreatly. ainazed cried out, What is our faith 


worth, and to what purpoſe are all our good 


«a 7% 


. 


works, if neither Mary nor any other faint, 
can help us! And ſuch was his conſterna-, 
tion, that it threw him into a ſore and vio- 
lent diſeaſe, which ended in an apoplexy, 
whereof he died about four days after. 
« If the repreſentation of theſe things in a 
play ended the life of ſo great a man ſo tra- 
gical „think with thyſelf reader, what will 
the As of the Lord's real appearance in 
the clouds of heaven, in mourning and wail- 
Ing of the tribes of the earth ; in that day 
who ſhall ſay to the mountains and rocks, 
fall on us and hide us from the preſence of 
him that ſitteth on the throne, and from the 

- wewh.ot- the Lamb,” ani 


Suetoinus reports of Julius Czfar, that & 
when he was ſlain in the Senate-houſe, there 
were thoſe letters found about him, which if. 
he had but read, might have (diſcovered his, 
plotted death. © Pity it were that any ſhould 
die in hell with-thoſe letters, that learning 
about them, which if they had read in practice, 
might have diſcovered a way to have eſcaped. 
that eternal miſery,” 
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An aged citizen of Exeter in king Ed- 
ward VIth's time, who when the town was. 
beſieged, ſaid, That he would feed on the 
one arm and fight with the other, before he 
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would conſent to. yield the city to the ſedi- 
Liovs. Jets d of Sceva at the ſiege of 
Dyrrachium, that he ſo long reſiſted Pom. 
_ pey's arty, that he had two hundred and 
wenty darts ſticking in his ſhield, and loſt 

one of his eyes, and yet gave not over, till 
Ccſar came to his reſcue. And of Sir 
Thomas Challoner, who died anno 1566, 
that he ſerved in his younger time under 
Charles V, in the expedition of Algier; 
where being ſhipwrecked, after he had. w am 
till his ſtrength and his arms failed him, at 
the length catching hold of a cable with his 
teeth, he eſcaped; not without the loſs of 
ſome of His teeth. The like, and ſomewhat 
more, is reported of Cynegyras the Athenian 
in the Perſian wars. Theſe did thus for 
a coruptible crown, or temporary honour ; 
What ſhall not we do for an eternal? 1 Cor. 
ix. 25. © Hold out, and hold faſt that thou 
© haft, that no man take thy crown from 
© thee.” Be of Queen Elizabeth's diſpoſi- 
tion, who provided for war, even when ſhe- 
had moſt perfect peace with all men. God's 
ſpirit ſets up a ſtandard in the ſaints. Ja. 
Hx. 19. And ſtronger is he that is in you, 
© than he that is in the world,” That old 
ſerpent hath his head ſo bruiſed and cruſhed 
by Chriſt, that he cannot now ſo eaſily thruſt 
in his immortal ſting, though he effay it 
never fo often, unleſs we dally with him, 
and lay ourſelves ' open, unleſs we tempt 


den.) 


Satan to tempt us, by inconſideration, ſecu- 


rity, or venturing on the occaſion, 


It is ſaid of Cæſar, that he had greater 
care of his books than of his royal robes; 


for ſwimming through the waters to eſcape 
his enemies, he carried his books in his 
hands above the waters, but loſt his robes. 
« What are Cæſar's books to God's books ? 
Remember this, That one day, yea, one 
hour ſpent in the ſtudy of truth, or 2 
ing abroad of truth, will yield. the ſou 
comfort and profit, than many thouſand 
years ſpent in the ſtudy and ſpreading abroad 
of corrupt and vain opinions, that have their 
riſe from hell, and not from heaven: From 
the God of this world, and not from that 
God that ſhall at laſt judge this world, and 
all the corrupt opinions of men,” 


The diles or Chamberlains among the 
Romans, had ever their doors ſtanding open, 
for all who had occaſion of requeſt or com- 


plaint to have free acceſs to them. © God's 


mercy-doors are wide open to the prayers 


of his faithful people,” The Perſian kings 


held it a piece of their ſilly glory, to deny 
an eaſy acceſs to their greateſt ſudjects. It 


was death to ſolicit them unr-alled. Eſther 


herſelf was afraid. But the king of heaven 
manifeſteth himſelf to his people, he calls 
to his ſpouſe, with, 73 me ſee thy face, let 


more 


— F — — 
2 $4 "1 5 N 2 * . 
_ * 4 - A 

p * OY * — 
5 > E - 4% a — 
.  TIEOO . 
_ - 
_— - 
* 8 
— — 


. * a * man 8 2 - 82 
— — — : b 2 8 - - 2 — 
rern 42S - - © 5 —— 
7 * — — we * 5 
- ——= > — — . - 


3 232 — Wn * 
> _ —Y —— _ 
T PIETY 
* — 8 — 1 
| A. —. — — 
1 1 


P 5 
8 
N 
* 
* 
N { 
7 
ow 
"© ” 
& 
* 
q o 
\ | 5 
' 


_— — — 
— 

r 

= 7 _ = 


> 0303 
me hear thy woiee, Cc. and aſſigneth her 
_ negligence herein, as the cauſe of her ſoul- 
ſickneſs. The door of the tabernacle was 
not of any hard or debarring matter, but a 
veil which is eaſy penetrable. And whereas 
in the temple none came near to worſhip 
but only the high prieſt, others ſtood with- 
out in the outer court. God's people are 
now a kingdom of prieſts, and are ſaid to 
worſhip in the temple, and at the altar, 
Rev. xl. 1. Let us therefore draw near 
with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith; 
let us come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.“ | 


Anſelm uſed to ſay, That if he ſhould 
ſee the ſhame of ſin on the one hand, and 
the pains of hell on the other, and muſt of 
neceſſity chuſe one, he would rather be 
thruſt into hell without ſin, than go into 
heaven with fin ; fo great was his hatred 
and deteſtation of fin. 


The ſtory of the Italian, who firſt made 
his enemy deny God, and then ſtabbed him, 
and fo at once murdered both body and 
foul, declares the perfect malignity of ſin, . 


When the aſp ſtings a man, it doth firſt 
tickle him, ſo that it makes him laugh, till 
the -poifon by little and little gets to the 
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Heart, and then it pains him more than ever 
it delighted him. “ So doth ſin ;; it may 
pleaſe a little at firſt, but it will pain the 
ſoul with a witneſs at laſt ;. for the pleaſures 
of fin are but for a ſeaſon, and the wages-of 
it eternal death. 


Tamerlane at fiſt hung out a white flag,, 
but if they ſlipped that opportunity, then a 
red, and ſo death and deſtruction followed, 
Sc. The Lord Jeſus hangs out the 

white flag of-mercy in theſe days, to entice 
ſouls to come in, and to ſhare with him in 
his glorious and unfearchable riches, in the 
riches of his grace and mercy ; but if you 
Rand out, Chriſt hath a red flag, and if that 
be once put out, you. are loſt for ever. 
Thrice happy axe thoſe that take the firſt op- 
portunity of cloſing with Chriſt, and of ſub- 
jecting themſrlves to him. 


It is within che bill of mortality, to find 
ſome, who having loſt the function of vital 
graces, all checks of conſcience, all ſenſe of 
lin, all motions of the. ſpirit, lie gaſping for 
ſpiritual life, while the: breath thereof is 
checked by cuſtomary finning: This is - a 
ſpiritual lethargy; only the Spirit of God 
can reſtore that ſoul; but to loſe the uſe of 
fome ſpecial: grace for a time, the opera- 
rions of this or that graciqus quality, is a 

moſt common defect incident to the ſound- 
52 
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eſt of God's ſervants. Now to ſuffer an e- 
clipſe of his favour, anon the motions of his 
ſpirit, then the comfortable ſenſe” of aſſu- 
rance; ſometime to be waveriag in the faith, 
at other times to be nigh ſwallowed up in 
dcocubtings, are all ſymptoms of a ſpiritual 
palſy. He that is thus affected, mult give 
himſelf unto prayer, that God would fix and 
ſtabliſh his heart, confirm his faith, and 
cauſe the influence of his love to revive his 
hope, ſealing it up unto full aſſurance. Sin 
oftentimes makes men inſenfible of the 
wrath o the Almighty. Sin transforms 
many a man, es it were, into thoſe 
bears, in Pliny, that could not be ſtir- 
red with the ſharpeſt prickles : Or, thoſe 
fiſhes in Ariſtotle,” that though they have 
fpears thruſt into their fides yet they awake 
not. Sin brings in ſorrow and ſickneſs. 
The Rabbins Sy/ithar when Adam talteJ 
the forbidden fruit, his head aked. The 
fable ſaith, that the butterfly aſked the 
ol, how ſhe ſhould deal with the fire which 
had ſinged her wings? Who counſelled her, 
got ſo much as to behold its ſmoak. One 
"ſaid, as oft as I have been among vain men, 
I returned home leſs a man than 1 was be- 
fore. What wiſe man would fetch gold 
out of a fiery crucible; hazard his immortal 
foul to gain. the world, by following a mu 
titude in thoſe ſteps, that lead to the cham- 
bers of death and darkneſs. 
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| He that talks of heaven, but doth not. 
the will of God, is like him that gazed upon 
the moon, but fell 1 into the pit. As David's 
daughters were known by their garments of 
divers colours, ſo are God's children by their 
piety and ſanctity. A Chriſtian's emblem 
ſhould be an houſe walking towards heaven. 
High words ſurely make a man neither holy 
nor juſt ;, but a virtuous life, a circumſpect 
walking. makes: him dear to God. Atree 
that ĩs not fruitful is for the fire. Chriſtianity 
is not a talking, but a walking with God, 
who will not be put off with words; if he 
miſs of fruit, he will take up his ax, and 
then the ſoul is cut off for ever. It is a 
precious truth, never to be forgotten, That 
duties: are eſteemed not by their acts, but by 
their. ends. Keep-thyſelf within compaſs, 
and have an eye always to the end of thy 
Ufe and actions, was Maximillian the em- 
roris. motto. When the Tartars had ta- 
fat in battle the duke of Muſcovia, they 
made a cup of his ſkull, with this inſcrip- 
tion, All covet, all loſe. Francis Xavorias 
counſelled John IH, king of Portugal, to 
meditate every day a quarter. of an hour 
upon that text, What ſhall it profit a man 
to gain the whole world and loſe his 
ſoul ? Mrs Catharine Breterge, once after 
a great conflict with Satan, ſaid, Reaſon not 
with me, I am a weak woman, "if thou haſt 
any thing to ſay, ay it to my Chriſt, he is 
3 | 
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my advocate, my ſtrength, and my Redeem» 
er, and he ſhall plead for me. He that 
will yield to ſin, to be rid of temptation, 
will be ſo much the more tempted, and the 
Teſs able to withſtand temptations.” When 
Baſil was tempted with money and prefer- 
ment, faith he, Give me money that may 
Taft for ever, and glory that may eternally 
flouriſh; for the faſhion of this world paſ- 
feth away, as the waters of a river that runs 
by a city. 


Heathens conſecrated their Cats before 
they taſted them, as appears by many paſſa- 
ges in Homer and Virgil. Some fay, that 
the elephant ere he eats his meat, turns up 
with his trunk, the firſt ſprig towards hea- 
ven. The ſcriptures we are ſure ſay, that 
whatever men eat, or drink, or do, they 
ſhould do it all to the glory of God ; for he 
is the inexhauſtable fountain, from whence 
flows all our pgeſent enjoyments. It was a 
good ſaying of Chryſoſtome, fpeaking of 
hell, Let us not ſeek where it is, but how 
we ſhall efcape it : Surely one good means 
to eſcape hell, is to take a turn or two in 
hell, by our daily meditations. The gate 
of indulgence, the gate of mercy, the gate 
of glory, the gate of conſelation, and the 
gate of ſalvation will be ever ſhut againſt 
them that live and die in their fins. Plato 
was crook-backed, and his ſcholars counted 
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it an ornament to go crooked like him. 
"Ariſtotle liſped, and his ſcholars thought 
it honour to liſp. “ Shall not we hold 
ourſelves honoured, that may ſuffer with 
Chriſt, and then be glorified alſo with him.” 
Alexander would have none draw his pic- 
ture bur Appelles, or cut his ſfatue but Ly- 
ſippus; becauſe none elſe had art enough 
to do it well. Certain it is, none have 
kill and wiſdom to ſhew forth God's praiſe, 
but that people which he formed for that 
purpoſe.” Lamachus, a commander, ſaid 
to one of his ſoldiers that was brought be- 
fore him for miſbehaviour, who pleaded he 
would do ſo no more, faith he, no man 
muſt offend twice in war. Sb God will 
not ſuffer men, often, to neglect the day of 
grace, Now is the accepted time, now is 
the day of falvation, to-day, ſinners, if ye 
will hear the voice of the Lord, harden not 
your hearts. | 102 2 36; 


Nugas the Scythian king; defpiſing the 
rich preſents and ornaments that were ſent 
unto him by the emperor of Conſtantinople, 
aſked him that brought them, Whether 
thoſe things could drive away. calamities, 
diſeaſes, or deaths? looking upon all thoſe 
preſents as no preſents, that could not keep 
off calamities from him. © Verlly, all the 
riches and glories of this world, cannot 
keep off the leaſt calamity, neither can they 
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make up the want of the leaſt mercy. But 
the 3 of Chriſt do both keep off calami- 
ties, and make up the want of all mercies 


that the ſoul craves or: . 


Many preachers i in our days, are like He- 


| raclitus, who was called, The dark doctor, 


they affect ſublime notions, obſcure exprel- 
ſions, uncouth phraſes, making plain truths. 
difficult; and eaſy truths. hard. They 
e darken council with words without know- 
©: ledge, Job xxxviii. 2. Studied expreſſions, 
and high notions in a ſermon, are like Aſa- 
hel's — in the way, that did only ſtop 
men, and make them — but did no ways 

ter to preſent truth 
in her native plainneſs, than to hang her. 
cars with counterfeit pearls. ; 


Senarcleus telleth of a plain countryman 
at Friburg in Germany, that lying on his 


death-bed, the devil came to him in the 


ſhape of a-tall terrible man, and claimed 
his ſoul ſaying, Thou haſt been a notorious 
ſinner, and I am come to ſet down all thy 
fins: And therewith he. drew out paper and 
ink, and ſat down at a table that ſtood by, and 
began to write, The fick man — 4 


My ſoul is God's, and all my fins are nailed 


to the croſs of Chriſt ; But if thou defire 


tdi fer down my fins, write thus, All our 
righteouſneſs is as filthy rags, Sc. The 
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devil ſet down that, and bad him ſay on; 
he did,” But thou Lord halt promiſed for 
thine own ſake, to blot out our iniquities, 
and to make our ſcarlet ſins white as ſnow, 
The devil paſſed by theſe words,' and'was 
earneſt with him to go on in his former ar- 
gument. The fick man ſaid with great 
cheerfulneſs, The Son of God appeared to 
deſtroy the works of the devil. With that 
the devil vaniſhed, and the ſick man depar- 
ted. 


| The poets feigned of Pallas, that 92 left 
off her — when ſhe ſaw her cheeks 
began to ſwell with blowing. “It muſt 


not be true of Chriſt's miniſters,' that they 


ceaſe to ſound the trumpets of the ſanctuary 
when their face begin to ſwell with the fat- 
neſs of the earth. We ſhalt be then moſt 
enemies to our own graces, when we do 
leaſt good unto the people.“ We read of 
Phinehas, that he ſtood up and executed 
judgment, and the plague ſtayed. What 
a ſtay would there be of the plague of ſin? 
How would Satan's kingdom be ſtreight- 
ened, if our ſpiritual Phineaſſes were all 
knit together as one man, like thofe Iſrael- 
ites at Gibeah,” Judg. xx. 11. To publiſh 
judgments againſt the rebellions of the 
people. Trembling fear would not ſuffer 
the drunkard to hold his cups; the fwear- 
er and adulterer would be wearied with con- 
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aun! purſuits, did the trumpets of God's 
ſanctuary never ceaſe to proęlaim war and 
deſtruction againſt ſuch ns. % We love 
too much that our pulpits mould echo 
forth the fweeter 2 of-mercy, and not 


the 1 * tunes of . w 1 Gre- 


5 The foc F 
out of his dead fleep,. — * — Haſs louder 
claps of judgments which come from James 
and John, ſons of thunder.” Iv is obſerved 


of Chryſoſtome, that he reproved fin as if 


it had been, an injury done unto himſelf. 


at We ſhould never want words of reproof; . 
af Tete we the peoples ſins our own in- 
zuries: We read the 4 of that holy father, 
and cannot but admire his valour.“ Zozo- 
mene tells us, the disfavour of the times 
ery the 4 of his cup. cc That makes 
us fearful to walk in his ſteps: We love the 
praiſe of men more than the praiſe of God ; 

1 Hierome. thinks, the hearer's tears will 
de the beſt Praiſes of our Dali. | 


Bodin hath a ſlory concerning a. great 
mbel that had made a ſtrong pagty againſt 
a Roman emperor. The emperor makes 
Proclamation, That whoever could bring 
the rebel; dead or alive, he ſhould have ſuch 
a great ſum of money. The rebel hearing 
of: this, comes and arent himſelf before 


{47 
:theernperor, and demands the fumof money. 
Nou, faith the emperor, if I ſhould put him 
to death, the world would ſay, I did it to ſave 
my money: And fo he palliohs: the rebel, 
and gives him the money.“ Sinners! Thall 
a heathen do this, that had but a dtop of 
mercy and compaſſion in him? and will not 
Chriſt do much more, that hath all -fulnefs 
-of grace, mercy and glory in himſelf? Sure- 
ly his bowels do yern towards the worſt of 
rebels! if you ſtill but come in, you will 
find him ready to pardon ; yea, he is full 
of pardoning mer 4 Oh! the readineſs 
and willingneſs Jeſus Chriſt to re- 
ceive 3 the greateſt rebels. The fa- 
ther of mercies did meet, embrace, and kiſs 
that prodigal mouth which came from feed- 
ing the ſwine, and kiſſing of harlors,” 


The ſavages of Nova Albion, as a 
were very much taken with our ſinging of 
plalms, and other holy exerciſes, faith - 
Sir Francis Drake, while we were among 
them: So, when they could not en with 
us to ſtay longer there, they ſtole upon us a 
ſacrifice, and ſet it on fire e' er we were a- 
ware. We laboured by all means to with - 
hold or withdraw them; but could not pre- 
vail, till at laſt we fell to prayers and ſing- 
ing of pſalms; whereby _ were allured 
immediately to forget their folly, and leave 
their ſacrifice unconſumed (for they ſuppo- 
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ſed us to be gods indeed) ſuffering the fire 
to go out and imitating us OY our actions, 
they fell a lifung up their hands and eyes 
to heaven, as they ſaw. us do. © Hypo- 


crites may imitate the real Chriſtians in all 


outward forms and modes of worſhip, and 


be intire ſtrangers to the power of godlineſs 


in their hearts,” 


It was a wiſe and, Chriſtian ſpeech, of 
Charles.V, to. the Duke of Venice ; who, 
when he had ſhewed him the glory of his 
princely palace and earthly paradiſe, inſtead 
of admiring it, or him for it, only returned 
him this grave and ſerious memento, Theſe 
are the things which make us unwilling to 
die, Love not the world, neither the 
© things that are in the world: If any man 


© love the world, the love of the father is 


Plutarch reports, that it was wont to be 
the way of the Moloſſians, when they would 
ſeek the favor of the prince, they took up 
the king's ſon in their arms, and ſo went 
and kneeled before the king, and by this 
means overcame him. * So do humble 


- ſouls make a conqueſt upon God with Chriſt 


in their arms: The father will not give that 


ſoul the repulſe that brings Chriſt in his 


arms. The humble ſoul knows, that God 


outof Chriſt is incommunicable, that God out 
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of Chriſt is i ncomprehenſible, that God out 
of Chriſt is very terrible, and that God out 
of Chrift is unacceſſable; and therefore he 
ſtill brings Chriſt with him, and preſents all 
his requeſts in his name, and ſo prevails,” 


Many of the poor Pagans believe not the 
immortality of the ſoul, and thoſe few of 
them that dreamed of another life beyond 
this, yet affirmed of it very faintly, and ſcarce 
believed themſelves, Socrates, the wiſeſt 
of heathens, ſpake thus to his friends at his 
death, The time is now come that I muſt 
die, and you ſurvive; but whether is the bet- 
ter of theſe two the gods only know, and 
not any man living, that is my opinion. 
« Bur we have not ſo learned Chriſt, nei- 
ther muſt we do as heathens and alients 
from the common-wealth of Iſrael, Now 
in Chriſt Jeſus, we, who ſometimes were 
far off, are made nigh by his blood, and 
have an acceſs, through him, by one ſpirit 
to the father,” eee 


Plutarch tells of a private ſoldier of Julius 
Cæſar's, who fought ſo valiantly in Britain, 
that by his means he ſaved the captains, 
which otherwiſe were in great danger to be 
caſt away, being driven into a bog, then 
marching with great pain through the 
mire and dirt; in the end he got to the 
other ſide, but left -y ſhield behind him, 
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| Cxfar wondering at his noble courage, ran 
to him with joy to, embrace him; but the 
poor ſoldier hanging down: his head, the 
water ſtanding in his eyes, fell down at Cæ- 
ſar's feet, and beſought him to pardon him, 
for that he had left his ſhield behind him, 
He had done gallantly, yet he falls down 
at Cæſar's feet, after his brave ſervice, with 
tears in his eyes, upon the ſenſe of his 
teaving his ſhield behind him. When we 
have done our beſt, we have cauſe to fall 
down. at Jeſus's feet, and with. tears in our 
eyes, ſue out our pardon.“ 


When Henry VIII had ſpoken and vrit- 
ten bitterly againſt Luther; ſaith Luther, 
Tell the Henries, the biſhops, the Turks, 
and the devil himſelf, do what they can, we 
are the, children of the kingdom worſhip- 
ing of the true God, whom they, and ſuch 
as they, ſpit. upon and crucified, And of 
the ſame ſpirit were many martyrs.  Bazil 
affirms of the primitrve ſaints, that they had 
ſo much courage and confidence in 3 
ſufferings, that many of the heathens ſeeing 
their heroic zeal and r. turned 
nete 


11 If the ravihed virgin under a; law, 
cried out, ſhe was then guiltleſs: So when 
a ſoul raviſhed by the power of corruption, 


and ſtrength of Satan's temptations, cries 
© 
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out, Lord, I would not for all the world fin 
againſt thee, 'I would not diſtruſt thee, I 
would not be impatient under thy afflicting 
hand, 1 would not be proud under thy mer- 
ciful hand; but Lord, theſe ſons of Zerviah, 


theſe corruptions are too hard for me, they 
commit a rape upon me, they raviſh: me of 


my Jeſus, and of my joy, and of my peace; 


Lord help me, Lord deliver me. Theſe 


weakneſſes ſhall not be charged upon the 
foul, The raviſhed virgin under the law, 
if ſhe cried out, was guiltleſs: And certain» 
ly God is not, nor will be leſs merciful and 
gracious to his people under the goſpel; 
who are ſtill crying out againſt their ſins, 
and Satan's aſſaults, Surely thoſe (ins ſhall 
never be a Chriſtian's bane, that are now 
his greateſt burden.“ 


Numa being told that his enemies were 
coming upon him as he was offering facris 
fices, thought it ſufficient for his ſafety that 
he could ſay, I am about the ſervice of my 
| God. When Jehoſaphat had once eſtabliſh» 
ed a preaching miniltry in all the cities of 
Judah, then, and not till then, the fear of 
the Lord fell on the neighbouring nations, 
and they made no war; albeit, he had be- 
fore that, placed forces in all the fenced ci- 
ties. Lewellin prince of Wales, when he 
was moved by ſome about him to make war 
upon our Henry III, replied thus; I am 
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much more afraid of his alms than of his ar- 
mies. Frederick the elector of Saxony, in- 
tending war againſt the archbiſnop of Magde- 
burg, ſent a ſpy to ſearch out his preparations, 
and to hearken out his deſigns: But under- 
ſtanding that the archbiſhop did nothing 
more than commit his cauſe to God, and give 
himſelf to faſting and prayer, Let him fight, 
ſaid he, that hath a mind to it; Lam not 
ſo mad as to fight againſt him that truſts to 
have God his defender and deliverer, It is 
reported, that at the ſiege of Mountabone, 
the people of God uſing daily humiliation 
as their ſervice would permit, did: fling a. 
pſalm after, and immediately before their 
fal:y.ng forth; with which practice the ene - 
my coming acquainted, ever upon the ſing - 
ing of the pſalm, after which they expected 
a ſally, they would ſo quake and tremble, 
crying, They come l they come !. as though 
the wrath of God had been breaking out 
upon them. The ſoldiers that went againſt 
the Angroginans, where God was ſincerely 
- ſerved, amidſt a whole kingdom of Papiits, 
told their captains, they were ſo aſtoniſhed 
they could not ſtrike, Some others ſaid, 
that the miniſters, with their faſting and 
prayer, conjured and bewnched them, that 
they could not fight, It. was.the cuſtom of. 
this poor people, ſo ſoon as they faw the 
enemy approach, to cry altogether for. aid, 
ſuccour, &c. tothe Lord; while the ſoldiers 
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fought, the reſt of the people with their mi- 
niſters, made their hearty prayer to God, with 
* ſighs and tears, and that from the morning 
to theevening : When night was come, they 


aſſembled again together, They which had 


fought rehearſed God's wonderful aid and 
ſuccour, and ſoall together rendered thanks, 
Always he turned their ſorrow into joy. In 
the morning, trouble and affliction appeared 
before them with great terror on all ſides ; 
but by the evening they were delivered, and 


had great cauſe of rejoicing and comfort. 


© O that there was ſuch a ſpirit and practice 
now to be found amongſt thoſe that are en- 
gaged in war againſt the enemies of our re- 
ligious and civil liberties, we might then 
ſoon expect to ſee our proud inſulting foes 
overturned, as God overturned Pharoah 
and his hoſt in the Red Sea,” Some truſt 
© in chariots, and ſome in horſes, but we 


will remember the name of the Lord our 
God. Pſal. xx. 7. 


Amadeus duke of Savoy, who being aſk- 
ed by certain embaſſadors that came to his 
court, What hounds he had, for they deſired 
to ſee them? ſhewed them the next day, a 
pack of poor people feeding at his table, and 
ſaid, Theſe are the hounds wherewith I hunt 
after heaven. Macedonius the hermit re- 
tiring into the wilderneſs, that he might 
with more freedom enjoy God, and have 
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bis converſation in heaven: Upon a time 
there came a young gallant into the wilder- 
neſs to hunt wild beaſts, and ſeeing the her- 
mit, rode up to him, aſking him, Why he 
came into that ſolitary place? He deſired 
he might have leave to aſk him the ſame 
queſtion, Why he came thither? I came 
hither to hunt, ſaith the gentleman ;. and ſo 
do I, ſaith the hermit, I hunt after my God. 
« Moſt men hunt after other things, 
the profits and preferments of the world, 
and many times are with Nimrod mighty 
hunters. Hunters uſually do not keep 
the road, but ride over hedge and ditch, 
many time through corn fields, any way 
their game leads them : So it is with world- 
ly men, they care not what hedges they 
break thorough, what gaps they make in 
God's law and their own conſcience ; what 
wrong they do to others, ſo as they may ad- 
vance their own deſigns. Again, hunters 
ſtick at no pains, ſometimes ride both them- 
ſelves and horſes out of breath; ſometimes 
run till they can run no longer: With the 
like eagerneſs and induſtry do worldly men 
purſue theſe things; and with the like, and 
far greater eagerneſs, ſnould we hunt after 
God and heaven: We ſhould think no 
pains too much, no labour too great, ſo as 


wie might attain to the end of our deſircs, 


the ſalvation of our ſouls.“ 


| ES 

A ſtory is told of Socrates, That one day 
being in his ſchool, a phyſiognomiſt came 
to viſit him, and taking great remark. of his 
face, plainly averred, that Secrates was guil - 
ty of ſuch and ſuch notorious vices; which 
accuſation his diſciples heard with much 
impatience, and could hardly forbear ſtrike- 
ing him, declaring that he was a ſilly fellow, 
and that he had done their maſter injury, 
for what he ſaid was very falſe upon their 
knowledge. Socrates interpoſes, and aſ- 
ſures them; that what this artiſt had deliver- 
ed concerning him was well grounded, and 
therefore they had no ſuch reaſon to blame 
him; for, ſays he, I have a great natural 
propenſity and inclination to thoſe. crimes, 
which certainly would have had a great pre- 
dominancy over me, had not my reaſon and 
my philoſophy prevailed over them, which 
was no fmall difficulty.“ Thanks be 
given to almighty God for his reſtraining 
grace, that we have not been actually guilty 
of thoſe ſins to which our particular natures 
do ſo much incline us; that every ſingle 
offence has not been the unhappy parent of 
many more. And this is wholly to be im- 
puted to God's goodneſs to us. For our 
reſolutions may fail us of doing good and 
avoiding evil; our reaſon may be blinded 
and deceived ; Philoſophy, both as to the 
theory, and as to the practical part, may be 
vain and unprofitable ; bur if we are endu- 


ed with God's grace, this cannot fail us; 
He giveth us to will and to do of his good 
pleaſure; but the more we rely upon him, 
and pray for his bleſſed aſſiſtance, the ſurer 


we are to find the happy influence and be- 


nefit of his good ſpirit, which will teach us 
to walk hohly,. penitently, ſoberly, not as 


fools, but as wiſe, redeeming. the time, be · 
cauſe the days are evil. 


It:is a poetical fiction of Eraſmus, that 


he hung, when dead, between heaven and 


hell. There are many men when alive ap - 
pear to hang between heaven and hell: Some 
faint deſires they have tending towards hea- 
ven, at the ſame time their evil inclinations 
and actions carry them into the paths that 
lead to hell and deſtruction. They are long 
in ſuſpenſe which way to take, the narrow 
or the broad path; but by not chooſing the 
firſt, they muſt neceſſarily fall into the laſt. 
In 'the ways of Chriſt, whoſe paths are 
pleaſantneſs, non progredi eft regredi, they 
that proceed not forward muſt go back- 
ward. Many who have had good reſolu- 
tions may be now in hell. He that reſolves 
to go a journey, is never the nearer per- 
forming it by intending it, if he does not 


go the journey. © I pray God give us 


to will and to do of his good pleaſure,” 


(7 )) 
| When the phyſicians told Theotimus, 
that except he did abſtain from drunkennefs. 
and uncleanneſs, &c, he would loſe his eyes; 
his heart was ſo bewitched to his ſins, that 
he anſwers, Then farewell ſweet light; he 
had rather loſe his eyes than leave his ſin. 
© So a man bewitched with (in, had rather 
loſe God, Chriſt, heaven, and his own a foul, 
than part with ſin,” 


Robert duke of Normandy, paſting thro” 
Falaiſe, he beheld among a company * g 
maids dancing, one Arlet aſkinner's daugh- 
ter, whoſe nimbleneſs. in her dance ſo ena- 
moured the duke, that he took her for his 
concubine, and on her begatour William the 
conqueror. Such, and no better, commonly 
are the effects of mixed dancings, which 
made Chryſoſtom ſay, Where dancing is, 
there the devil is. And another ancient 

calleth dancing a circle, whoſe center is the 
devil blowing up the fue of concupiſence in 
the hearts both of the actors and ſpectators. 
Auguſtine ſaith, That every caper in the 
daance, is a leap into a deep jakes, No ſo» 
ber man doth dance, faith Cicero. . 


Bias a heathen. man, being at ſea in a 
great. ſtorm, and perceiving many. wicked 
men in the ſhip calling upon the gods; 
Oh, ſaith he, Sf hs prayer, hold your 
tongues, I would not have the gods take 


r 


notice that you are here, they fure will 
drown us all if they ſhould. Could: a 
heathen fee ſo much danger in the fociety 


of wicked men; and can you ſee none who 
call yourſelves Chriſtians,” 


Epiphanius obferves of the Meletians, 
though they were orthodox in their faith, 
yet by communion with Arius and his fac- 
tion, they were not free from the filthy dung 
of ſome corrupt manners. Too much 
familiarity with the men and matters of the 
world, will quickly bring contempt upon 
our perſons, and caſt ſome ſoil upon our 


manners; we ſhall be like the ſtars when 


we keep ourſelves within the orb of heaven- 
iy contemplations, far remote from this in- 
e 


rior and baſer earth.” lian reports of 


the herb Cynoſbatus, that in the day time 


it lies hid among other herbs and is not diſ- 


covered, but in the night it appears like a 


glorious ſtar. © Thoſe graces. of God's. 


ſpirit in the hearts of God's faithful ſervants 


ſhould ſhine as bright ſtars in the obſcureſt 
night of affliftion, which in the clearer ſun- 


ſhine of proſperity, did not appear with that 
perfect luſtre,” .“. 


The emperor Mareus Antoninus being 
in Almany with his army, was cloſed in a 
dry country by his enemies, who ſo ſtopped 
all. the paſlages, that he and his army were 


( 59 ) 
like to periſh for want of water; the em- 
peror's. lieutenant ſeeing him ſo diſtreſſed, 
told him that he had heard that the Chriſ- 
tians could obtain any thing of their God by 
their prayers; whereupon the emperor, hav- 
ing a legion of Chriſtians in his army, deſired 
them to pray to their God, for his and the 
army's delivery out of that danger, which 
they did, and preſently a great. thunder fell 
among the enemies, and abundance of wa- 
ter upon the Romans, whereby their thirſt 
was quenched, and the enemies overthrown 
without any fight, Mary queen of Scots, 
that was mother to king James, was wont 
to ſay, That ſhe feared, Mr Knox's prayers 
more than an army of ten thouſand men. 
The prayer of faith is ever prevalent with. 
God.” oF f 1 4 7 , 


The Low Country ſupecting the Engliſh, 
anno 1587, ſtamped money with two earth- 
en pots ſwimming in the ſea, according to 
the old fable,-and wittily inſcribed, If we 


claſh we are broken, The Thracians had 


they been all of one mind, they had been 
invincible, ſaith Herodotus, And Corne- 
lius Tacitus, who had been in Britany with 
his father-in-law Agricola, reporteth of our 
forefathers,. that they fell into the hands of 
the Romans by nothing ſo much as by 

their diſſenſions amongſt themſelves, Plin 

telleth of the ſtone Thyrraeus, that hgh 


— 
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never ſo big, while it is whole, it floateth 
upon the waters; but being broken, it ſink- 
eth. The dragon ſucketh out the blood of 
the elephant, and the weight of the falling 
elephant oppreſſeth the dragon, and ſo both 
periſh together. To prevent all which, 
and to compoſe all quarrels in this Egypt of 
the world, let it be remembered, as Moſes 
told the two ſtriving Iſraelites, that we are 

brethren. And, Oh how good, and how 
_ pleaſant it is for brethren, and the mini- 
ſtry eſpecially, to dwell together in unity.“ 


When Alexander ſaw Diogenes ſo well 
content with a little, he ſaid to thoſe that 
mocked at his condition, if I were not 
Alexander, I would wiſn to be Diogenes. 
« Many could be almoſt Chriſtians, were 
it not for this honour, theſe riches and plea- 
/ ſure, 1 would be a Chriſtian. E 


When the ſenators had wounded Cæſar 
with many fore wounds, Brutus alſo gave 
him a ſtab, with that, he looks upon him 
and fays, What! and thou my fon? „ All 
the wounds that Jeſus Chriſt receives from 
the world, go not ſo much to his heart 
as when his children wound him: What! 
and you my ſons and daughters?” 


_ When Alexander, on a time, ſung and 
played curiouſly on a harp at a banquet, 


( 61 ) 
his father Philip ſaid to him, Art not thou 
aſhamed to have ſkill in theſe trifles? 
« How many Chriſtians born to better 
and more noble employments than dancing 
and playing, have, alas! more ſkill in ſuck 
things than in better. But are ye not aſha- 

med?“ S 1. C 
Alexander, when he ſat in judgment, 
would ſtop one of his ears to hear the other 
party withal, One tale is good till ano- 
ther is told ; we ſhould not condema one 
report, but hear both ſides. He that con- 


demns a man till he hear him, doth unjuſtly, 
though there be juſt cauſe to condemn him.“ 


When the tyrant commanded that Anax- 
archus ſhould be put into a mortar, and beat- 
en to pieces with an iron peſtle, he cries out 
to his perſecutors, You do but beat the veſ- 
ſel, the huſk of Anaxarchus, you do not 
beat me. Men may kill the body, but 


cannot hurt the ſoul.” ; A 


Agrippa having ſuffered impriſonment 
for wiſhing Caius to be emperor, was the 
firſt that was preferred by Caius when he 
came to be emperor, and had a chain of 
gold given him as heavy as the chain of 
iron that was on him in priſon. “ If we 
ſuffer for Chriſt, we ſhall alſo reign with 
him, and if our afflictions abound, our con- 


F 


— — — — = E ws 
= —— — ſ——— — ꝗ ́ ò—— 
— — - — —— 


( 62 ) 


ſolations ſhall abound much more S for 


our light afflictions which is but for a mo- 


ment ,worketh for us a far more exceeding 
eternal weight of glory. Men may ſuffer 
for Chriſt, but they ſhall not loſe by it.“ 


/ , 

The 'Gauls when they had taſted the 
ſweet wine of Italy, aſked where the grapes 
grew, and would never be contented till 
they came there. They that taſte the 
ſweet wine of heavenly conſolations, will 
neyer be contented till they come to 
heaven.” * 


It was a ad and lamentable expreſſion of 
Lyſimachus, who had loſt his kingdom for 
one draught of water, Oh for what a ſhort 


pleaſure have I made myſelf of a king a 


ſlave. “ Alas! for what poor and ſhort 


enjoyments do men run the hazard of loſin 


the kingdom of God and their ſouls,” 


Cleopatra told Mark Antony, It is not 
for you to fiſh for gudgeons, but for towns, 
forts, and caſtles, © Ir is below Chriſtians 
to look after low and little things, they are 
born, that is new-born, to look after the 
kingdom of heaven.“ 


Plutarch faith of Themiſtocles, that he 
accounted it. below his ſtate to ſtoop to take 
up the ſpoils, though chains of gold, which 


4. 

the enemy-had ſcattered in the way, but ſaid 
to one of his foHowers, thou mayeſt, for 
thou art not Themiſtocles. © It is for 
worldly ſpirits ; it is. below the ſtate of hea» 
ven-born ſpirits to ſtoop to earthly things. 


Worldlings may, they are not Themiſtocles, 
they are not ſaints,” 


Cyprus is an iſland fo fruitful and plea» 
fant, that it was antientty called Macaria, 
that is, bleſſed, And of it Sextus Rufus 
writeth, that being famous for riches, it 
thereby ſolicited the poverty of the people 
of Rome to ſeize upon it. This may be 
more fitly ſaid of heaven; that habitation of 
the happy ones, ſo eagerly and earneſtly 
ſought for by the ſaints, that nothing elie 
will ſatisfy them.” Luther, when great 
gifts were ſent to him, and a-cardinalſhip 

offered him by the Pope, ſaid, God ſhould 
not put him off with thoſe petty things, he 
breathed after. better. Heaven is had by 
the violent, earth inherited by thoſe that 
are meek, Mat. v. 6. Where, though 
God would have his ſervants content with 
the leaſt mercies, as being leſs than the very 

leaſt, yet not ſatisfied with the greateſt 
things in the world for their portion. 


Lord Bacon would ſay towards the latter 
end of his life, That the firſt principle of 
tight reaſon is e in reſpect to which 
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it was the wiſeſt way to live ſtrictly and 
ſeverely. For if the opinion of another 
world be not true, yet the pleaſanteſt liſe in 
this world is piety, virtue, and honeſty: If 
it be, then is none ſo miſerable as the vici- 
ous, carnal, and profane perſons, who live a 


diſhonourable and unworthy life in this 


world, and are like to fall into a moſt ſad 


dep'orable ſtate in the next. 


The learned Selden, before he died, ſent 
for the reverend archbiſhop Uſher, and the 
reverend Dr Langbaine, and difcourſed to 
them to this purpoſe, That he had ſurveyed 

F the learning that was among 
the ſons of men; that he had his ſtudy full 
of books and papers on moſt ſubjects in the 
world; yet at that time he could not recol- 
lect any paſſage out of infinite books and 
manuſcripts he was maſter of, wherein he 
could reft his foul, ſave out of the holy 
fcriptures; wherein the moſt remarkable 
paſſage that lay moſt upon his ſpirit was this: 
For the grace of God that bringeth ſalva- 
tion hath appeared to all men, teaching us 
that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
c luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world; looking 
< for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious ap- 
© pearance of the great God, and our Saviour 
«© Telus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, 


that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 


7 
* 
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- 6+ and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 


© zealous of good works,” Tit. ii. 11, 12, 
13, 14. 


Ariſtotle, that great philoſopher, at his 
dying hour cried out, Thou Being of Be- 
ings have mercy upon me! 


Palycarp, when he was perſuaded to fwear 
by the fortune of Cæſar, and blaſpheme or 
renounce. his Saviour, religiouſiy replied, 
Fourſcore and ſix years have I ſerved Chriſt, 
I: have found him a good maſter, neither 
hath he ever offended me in any thing ; I 
have lived by him, I will live to him. 


The learned Salmaſius departed this world 
with theſe words, Oh! I have loſt a world 


of time. Time, that moſt precious thing 


in the world, whereof- had 1 but one year 


longer, it ſhould be ſpent in reading David's 


pſzlms> and Saint. Paul's epiſtles. O firs! 
ſaid he to thoſe that were preſent with him 
at his death, mind the world leſs, and God 


more. All n in the world, with- 


out piety and the true fear of the Lord, is 
nothing worth. The fear of the Lord, 
that is wiſdom, and to depart from evn, 
chat is underſtanding.” 


Prince Henry's laſt words are averred to 
be theſe, O Chriſt, thou art my redeemer 


. 
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and I know that thou haſt redeemed me. 
F wholly depend upon thy providence and 
mercy ; from the bottom of my heart I com- 
mend my ſoul into thy hands. 


In the Earl of Marlburgh's letter to Sir 
Hugh Pollard, then controller of his ma- 
jeſty's houſhold, which he writ to him a lit- 
tle before his death, there is this paſſage neat 
the end of it: Pear Sir Hugh, let us be 
more generous than to believe we die as the 
beaſt that periſnes; but with a Chriſtian, 
manly, brave reſolution look to what is 
eternal. | | | 


When Cæſar gave one a great reward, 
This, ſaith he, is too great a gift for me to 
receive; but, ſaith Cæſar, it is not too great 
a gift for me to give: So, though the leaſt 
gift that Chriſt gives, in ſore ſenſe is too 
much for us to receive, yet the greateſt gifts 
are not too great for Chriſt to give. He 
is every day, every hour, yea, every mo- 
ment a giving of royal fãvours to his peo- 
le. Here is peace for you that are in trou- 
- ble, ſays Chriſt; and here is pardon for you 
that groan under guilt, ſays Chriſt; and 
here is comfort for you that are mourners 
in Zion, ſays Chriſt, &c. His hand 1s ever 
in his purſe, he is {till a ſcattering pearls of 
glory, the very jewels of his crown, among 
tne beloved of his ſoul “ 9 


3 
Ingo, an antient king of the Draves, who 
making a ſtately feaſt, appointed his nobles, 
at that time Pagans, to ſit in the hall below, 
and commanded certain poor Chriſtians to 
be brought up into his preſence- chamber, 
to ſit with him at his table, to eat and drink 
of his kingly cheer, at which many wonder- 
ing, he ſaid, he accounted Chriſtians, though 
never ſo poor, a greater ornament to his ta- 
ble, and more worthy of his company, than 
the greatelt peers unconverted to the Chriſ- 
tian faith; for when theſe might be thruſt 
don to hell, thoſe might be his conſorts 
and fellow princes in heaven. Although 
you ſee the ſtars ſometimes by their reflec- 
tions in apuddle, in the bottom of a well, or 
in a ſtinking ditch, yet the ſtars have their 
ſituation in heaven: So, though you ſee a 
godly man in a poor, miſerable, low, deſpiſ- 
ed condition, for the things of this world, 
yet he is fixed in heaven, in the region of 
heaven: Who hath raiſed us up, faith the 
apoſtle, and made us fit together in heaven- 
ly places in Chriſt Jeſus.” ; 


The light of ſuperabundant joy, ſhining 
through the black clouds of abounding 
afflictions, is a harſh e Large in the, 
ears of the world, and a truth which is only 
found , in the ichool of 8 croſs,” 
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Paul's body may be caſt into fetters, but 
the light of the goſpel will admit no bonds. 
Modeſtus may uſe his beſt ſkill to entangle 
Baſil in the Arian ſubtleties ; but at laſt he 
ſhall carry news unto Valens of a ftrange va- 
Jour, as Nazianzen reports it, Such, ſaith he, 
is the reſolute courage of Baſil, that words 
cannot overcome him, threatnings cannot 
ſhake him, and all allurements cannot draw 
him. They are ſtill falſe lights, or meteors, 
hanging in the air of ambition, not fixed in 

the firmament of truth, which every wind 
ol trouble is able to caſt. on £ the. ground 
of a new faith. 


It is reported of Olympius, who lived 
ctoyſtered up in a. monaſtry near Jordan, 
{44s his mind was ſo fixed on-eternity, . that 
he had. ſcarce any ſenſe or ſeeing of any 
temporal miſeries, 

It happened on a time, that a certain re- 
ligious man went to viſit him, and finding 
him cloyſtered up in a dark cell, which he 
thought uninhabitable, by reaſon. of heat, . 
and ſwarms of gnats and flies, and aſk- 
ing him, how he could endure to live in 
ſuch a place ? he anſwered, All this is but a 
light matter, that I may eſcape eternal tor - 
ments: I can endure the ſtinging of gnats, 
that J may not endure the ſtinging of con- 
ſcience, and the gnawing of that worm that 
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never dies; this heat thou thinkeſt grievous, 
I can eaſily endure, when I think of the 
eternal fire of hell, theſe ſufferings are but 
ſhort, but the ſufferings of hell are eternal. 
c And as all preſent ſufferings are light in 

compariſon of everlaſting torments ; "fo, if 
we think further of the eternal joys of hea» 
ven, this will make them ſeem more light; 
I reckon, ſaith the apoſtle, that the ſuffers 
ings of this preſent time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed ; he puts, as it were, into one bal- 
lance the afflictions of this life, and in the 
other the bleſſedneſs of heaven, and having 
weighed” both, concludeth, that there is no 
reckoning to be made of the one in compa: 
riſon of the other,” 


I in my little cell, faith Sn, with 
the reſt of the monks, my fellow ſinners, 
dare not determine of great matters. This 
is all I know, that I know nothing, ſaid So- 
crates; and Anaxarchus went further, and 
ſaid, that he knew not that neither, that it 
was nothing that he knew, This is the uts 


moſt of my wiſdom, ſaid David Chytrzus; 


that I.ſee myſelf to be without all wiſdom, 
And if { would at any time delight myſelf in 
a fool, ſaith Seneca, I need not ſeek. far, I 
have myſelf to turn to. Thus the hea- 
vieſt ears of corn ſtoop moſt toward the 
ground: Boughs the more laden they are, 
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the more low they hang; and the more di- 
rect the ſun is over us, the leſs. is our ſha- 
dow: So the more true worth is in any man, 
the leſs ſelf-conceitedneſs ; and the lower a 
man is in his own eyes, the higher he is in 
God's.“ 


When Tribazus a noble Perſian was ar- 
reſted, he drew out his ſword and defended 
himſelf; but when they told him that they 
eame to carry him to the king, he willingly 
yielded. So, though a ſaint may at fiſt 
ſtand a little out, yet when he remembers 
that afflictions are to carry him nearer. to 
od, he yields and kiſſes the rod. Afflic- 
tions are like the prick at the nightingale's 
breaſt, that awakes her, and puts her upon 
her ſweet and delightful ſinging.“ 


When Munſter lay ſick, and'his friends- 
aſked him how he did, and how he felt himſelf, 
he pointed to his ſores and ulcers, whereof 
- he was full, and ſaid, Theſe are God's gems 
and jewels, wherewith he decketh his beſt 
friends, and to me they are more precious 
than all the gold and ſilver in the world. 

« A ſoul at firſt converſion. is but rough: 
caſt; but God by afflictions doth fquare 
and fit, and faſhion, it far that glory above, 
which doth ſpeak them out to flow. from 
precious love; therefore the afflictions that 
do. attend the people of God ſhould be no 


5 
bar to holineſs, nor no motive to draw the 
ſoul to ways of wickedneſs.“ 


There was a great conteſt between Apel- 
les, a famous painter, and another, which 
ſhould appear the better artiſt; and as a 
trial of ſkill, Apelles drew grapes, which 
were ſo naturally done, that the birds peck- 
ed at them, ſuppoſing them to be real 
grapes; the other drew only the lively pice 
ture of a curtain, and bringing it to Apelles 
for his approbation, he was deſired to draw 
away the curtain that his picture might be 
Judged of. He then concluded himſelf the 
better artiſt; for, ſays he, Apelles deceived _ 
the birds, but 1 deceived Apelles. Thus 
with art and cunning we may deceive birds, 
beaſts, and men, nay, ourſelves, but we can- 
not deceive God, Let us therefore ſo be- 
have ourſelves in our words, geſtures, 
thoughts, and actions, as conſidering we are 
always in God's preſence, to whom we muſt 
be accountable at our death, and at the day 
of judgment ; and therefore let us not dare 
to commit ſin, unleſs we can conceal our 
actions from his all- ſeeing eye.“ 


They report of Mahomet, an ordinary - 
Turk, that this was the firſt ſtep of his ad- 
vancement to the empire, his maſter Soly- 
man the great, let fall a letter out of a win- 
dow, which while the reſt to approve their 
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| diligence ta their lord, ran about for ladders, 


he, without any mare. deliberation or cir- 
cuit, leaped out of the window and returned 
eſently. This is the nature of love and 
zeal to overlook all danger, to forget them- 
ſelves to pleaſe God, and theſe are they that 
came to preferment, to be favorites in the 
court of heaven, when they that are ſo wiſe 
to look before they leap, may look long 
enough before they riſe, and a fool he is that 
looks for any other ladder to climb to ho- 
nour beſides his maſter's favor, | 


The antients were wont to paint fortune 
taking cities in a net, for one Timotheus an 
Athenian captain whom they drew fleeping 
by ; but our Timothy knows the New Jeru- 


ſalem, the city above, muſt be taken otherwiſe, 


and therefore plants a ſtrait ſiege about it with 
an army of virtues, plies the battery with the 
ordinance of prayer, caſts up mounts againſt 
it, giving all diligence, that he may add to 
faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and 
to knowledge temperance, and to temper- 
ance patience, and to patience godlineſs, 
and to godlineſs brotherly-kindneſs, and to 
brotherly-kindneſs mountain upon moun— 
tain, as the giants did, that at laſt he may 
ſcale heaven. | ras”: 


When one preſented Antipater king of 
Macedonia with a book that treated of hap- 
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pineſs, his anſwer was, I am not at leiſure, 
« How. many are there that cannot find 
leiſure to receive the book and word of haps 
pineſs ſent by Chriſt to ſave their ſouls?” ; 


Cato was fo grave and good a man, that 
none would fin in his preſence ; whence it 
grew a proverbial caveat among them one 
to another, take heed what you do, Cato 
ſees you. O how ſhould we ſtand in awe 
of the all ſeeing eye of God, and ſay to our 
own hearts, and one another Take heed, 
for God Jooks on.“ 


It is related of Alexander the great, that as 
he proceeded. i in the conqueſt of the world, 
coming near ſame wiſe men, and diſcourling 
with them, he gave liberty to theſe ſages to 
alk ſome conſiderable gifts of him, and aſ- 
ſured them they ſhould obtain for aſking, 
One of theſe philoſophers replied, We deſire 
of thee immortality. At which Alexander 
laughing ſaid, I cannot give that unto myſelf, 
how then can I give it unto you? Are you 
mortal then ? ſays one of the wiſe men, I 
am, {aid he. Then replied another of them 
to Alexander, Why doſt thou then diſturb 
the whole world, greedily ſeeking the do- 
minion of it, as if thou was immortal? 
How. many are ſo glued to the pleaſures 
and vanities of: this world, as if they were 
immortal ? But conſider it is appointed once 
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fer all men to die, and after dezth to ap- 
pear in judgment, and what would it profit 


à man if he ſhould vain the whole world 
and loſe his on ſoul.“ * 


David wiſhed he might have died for Ab- 
ſalom, ſuch was his love to him. Arſinoe 
interpoſed herſelf between the murderers 
weapons, ſent by Prolemy her brother to 
kill her children. The pellican not only 

feeds her young with her own blood, but 
with invincible conſtancy abides the flames 
cf fire for their preſervation. Chrift is 
that good ſhepherd who gave his life for his 
ſheep, He is that true pelliean who ſaw the 
wrath of God burning about his young ones, 
and caſt himſelf into the midſt thereof that 
ke might. quench it. He was delivered for 
our offences, and was raiſed again for our 
juſtification, which began in his death, but 
was 1 by his reſurrection.“ 


Sir Thomas Smith, ſecretary'to Queen 
Elizabeth, ſome months before his death, 
ſaid, That it was a great pity men knew 
not to what end they were born into this 
world, until they were ee to go out 
of it. 

Ie is onde ctiflem among merchants 
at ſea, that when they apprehend their ſhip 
much endangered by” 0 violent ſtorm, for 
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fear their ſhip ſhould be overladen, and that 
the goods in her ſhould occaſion the ſinking, 
they throw them overboard, hoping by 
this means to preſerve their ſhip, and what 
is more precious, the lives of the mariners 
and paſſengers, © I wiſh we were as ſpiri- 
tually wiſe, that we had the diſcerning ſpirit 
when our ſouls are in danger of being over» 
ſet by the wealth, cares, and pleaſures of 
this world ; that we may be more eager than 
the merchant at ſea to part with theſe earth - 
ly goods, for fear they ſhould endanger the 
finking our ſouls in the bottomleſs pit of 
perdition. I pray God we may make a juſt 
diſtinction between earthly and heavenly, 
momentary and eternal riches ; that we may 
eſteem-godlineſs the greatelt gain, and not 
make gain. of the pretenſion of godlineſs,” 


Friendſhip is a noble thing, Dr Hammond 
uſed to ſay, he pitied him that was deſtitute 
of a friend, as a very unhappy perſon. By 
converſing with a friend, and communicat- 
Ing our ſecret affairs to him, our joys are by 
ſimpathy increaſed, and our griefs leſſened. 
Two dear friends ſeem to have one ſoul in 
two bodies, (they are like twins, when one 
dies the other; pines away) there is but one 
property between. them both, all. their. 
goods are in Ka | 
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| Alexander: diftributing very large gifts, 
was aſked what he would keep for himſelf ? 
he ar ſwered, hope. © By hope are we ſaved, 


He hath a great deal of good who hath but 
ſo much hope of WN as a . W | 


When Pericles dent into the pulpit to 
make orations to the people, he would 
make his prayer to the gods, that nothing 
might go out of his mouth but what might 
be to the purpoſe. A good example for 
preachers,” 5 0% KO: 695 

Dr Manton, while he was miniſter at 
Covent Garden, was invited to preach be- 
fore the Lord Mayor and court of Alder- 
men, and the companies of the city upon 
ſome public occafion, at St Paul's. : The 
doctor choſe ſome difficult ſubject, in which 
he had opportunity of diſplaying his judg- 
ment and. learning, and appearing to the 
beſt advantage. He was heard with the 
admiration and applauſe of the moſt intel- 
ligent part of the audience; and was invited 
to dine with the Lord Mayor, and received 
public Hanks for: kis performance. But 
upon his return in the evening to Covent 
Garden, a poor man following him, gently 
plucked him by the ſlee ve of his gown, and 
aſked him if he was the gentleman who 


had preached that day before the Lord 
Mayor ? he replied he was. Sir, ſays he, 


N 
q 
0 
N 
5 
ö 


"»” TY WY wa ww 


3 K 


of God, and hopes of getting ſome 
my foul, but I was greatly diſappointed ; 


(n, 


came with earneſt deſires after the wora 
good to 


for 1 could not underſtand a great deal of 
what you ſaid; you were quite above me. 


Tune doctor replied, with tears in his eyes, 


Friend, if I did not give you a ſermon, you 
have given me one; and by the grace of 


Goc, I will never play the fool to preach 
before the Lord Mayor in ſuch a manner 


again. 


Some preachers affect rhetorical ſtrains, 
they ſeek abſurdities, and love to hover and 
ſoar aloft in dark and cloudy expreſſions, 
and fo ſhoot their arrows over their hearers 
heads, inſtead of battering their hearers 
hearts, Gay things in a ſermon are only for 
men to gaze upon and admire, What arg 
high ſtrains and flaſhes of wit, new minted 
words and phraſes, but like gay.weeds and 
blue bottles to good corn? Truth is like 
Solomon's - ſpoule, All glorious within. 
She is moſt beautiful when molt naked, as 
Adam was in innooency. | 


The cock proved a preacher to Peter. 
Deſpiſe not the miniſter, though never ſo 


mean: It is the fooliſhneſs of preaching 
that muſt bring men to heaven. Cocks 


call men out of their beds; they conſtantly 
keep the law of crowing at ſet times that 
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nature hach'enjoined them; they cry: loud 
anUcrhick/r againſt a ſtorm: So do faichful 
miniſters When gotten upon their battle- 
ments: They clap their own. ſides ! firſt, 
and then conſtantly call up: others. They 
cry aloud and ſpare not, but lift up their 
voice like a. trumpet to tell Judah of their 
fins, Fc? The roaring lion of hell trem- 
blaeth at their note; and the world's Syba'- 
"rites cannot bear their diſturbances; ant 
therefore wiſh them baniſhed ; but wiſdom 
is juſtified of her children. | 
Alice Driver, martyr, at her examination, 
put all the doctors to ſilence, ſo that they 
had not a word to ſay, but one looked upon 
another; then ſhe ſaid, Have you no more 
to ſay? God be honoured, you be not able 
#to reſiſt the ſpirit of God, in me a poor wo- 
man. I was an honeſt poor man's daughter, 
never brought up in the Univerſity, as you 
have been; but J have driven the plough 
many a time before my father, I thank God: 
Jet notwithſtanding; in the defence of 
God's truth, and in the cauſe of my maſter 
Chriſt, by his grace I will ſet my foot a- 
gainſt the toot of any of you all, in the main- 
tenance and defence of the ſame: And if I 
had a thouſand lives, it ſhould go for pays 
ment thereot: So the chancellor condemned 

her, and ſhe returned to the priſon joy ful. 

wo. 
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It was the ſad complaint of Auſtin, in 
his time; Fhe unlearnecd, ſaith he, riſe vp 
and tale heaven by violence, and we with 
all our learning are thruſt down to hell. 
ent is ſad'to fee how many of the rabbies- 
of theſe times do make an idol of their parts 
and abilities, and with what an eye of pride, 
ſcorn, andcontempt, do they gaze upon thoſe 
that want their parts, and that do not worſhip 
the idol that they have fer up in their own 
i hearts. Paul who was the greateſt doctor of 
the Gentiles did wonderouſly ti anſcend in all 
parts and abilities, the doctors and rabbies 
of our times, and yttt how humbly; how ten- 


7 'derly, how ſweetly doth; he. carry | himſelf 
1 towards the meanelt and weakeſt?” To the 
: weak I became. as weak, that I might win 
p the weak; 1 am made all things to all men, 
. that I might by ali:means' ſave ſome. If 
„ meat make my brother to offend, I. will 
1 eat no fleſh while. the world ſtandeth, leſt I 
1 make my brother to offend.” * But alas! 
: how little of this ſweet ſpirit is to be found 
f in the doctors of our age, who look ſourly, 


r and ſpeak bitterly againit thoſe wha do not 

- ſee as they ſee, nor cannot ſpeak as they 

- ſpeak. Sirs, the Spirit of the Lord, even in 

[ - deſpiſed ſaints, will be too hard for you, 

- arid his appearance in them, in theſe his 

d latter days, will be fo full of ſpiritual beauty 
and glory, as that they will darken that, 
- Which you are too apt to count and call your 
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Y The Spirit of the Lard will not ſuf- 


his enoiceſt grace to be always 

1ed under the:ſtubble of parts and gifts.” 

Hall 02 nwo Jui e gain: gcy bf; | 
The primitive perſecutors::ſlighted the 

Chriſtians for a company of bad illiterate 

fellows; and:: therefore. they ufed to paint 

the God of the Chriſtians with an aſs's l 
and a book in his hand, ſaitch Tertullianz to 


fignifyy that though they pretended learning, 


vet they were ſilly and ignorant people. 
Biſhop Jewel, in his ſermon upon Luke xi. 
eites this out of Tertullian, and applies 


i to his times. Do not our adverſaries the 
like, ſaith he, againſt all that profeſs the 
goſpel ? Oh, ſay they, Who are thoſe that 


favor this way? None but ſhoemakers, tay - 


lors, weavers, and ſuch as never were at the 
e e Theſe are the biſhop's own. 
words. Biſhop White ſaid in open court, 
That the AA were all a” abe of 
enen. 


2 hadia. vary! famous Fong in his 


writing upon the fourth commandment: In 
the time of the council of Conſtance, he 
tells you of two cardinals, that as they 
were riding to the council they ſaw a ſhep- 
herd in the field weeping, one of them be · 


ing affected with it, rode up to him to com- 


22 him, and coming near to him, deſired to 
know the reaſon of his weeping; the ſhep- 
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herd was unwilling to tell him at firſt, but 
at laſt he told him, ſaying, I looking upon 
this toad, conſidered that I never praiſed 
God as 1 ought, for making me ſuch an 
excellent creature as a man, comely and rea- 
ſonable. I have not bleſſed him that he 
made me not ſuch a deformed toad as this. 
The cardinal hearing this, and conſidering 
that God had done far greater things for 
him than for this poor ſhepherd, he fell 
down dead from his {mule ; his fervants 
1 him up, and bringing him to the 
„ he came to life again, and then cried 
58 O faint Auſtin ! how truly didſt thou 
ſay, the unlearned rife and take heaven by 


force, and we with all our learning wallow 


in fleſh and blood. Men ſhould not 
glory in what they have received, but give 
glory for what they have received; not 
only the talent, but the improvement. of the 


talent is to be attributed to God,” “ Lord, 
thy pound hath gained ten pounds,” Luke 


xix. 16.“ not only faith to work, but the 
work of faith; not only grace, but the act- 
ings of grace is to be attributed to the 


glory of God, and not to the power or 15 | 
of man. ö 
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At the dul eil of Nice, there were three 


hundred and eighteen biſhops, and by the 
ſubtlety of a philoſopher, dilputing againit 
"whe - marriage of miniſters, they generally 
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Joted againſt it, that thoſe that were ſingle 
| ſhould not marry : At length up ſtarts B - 
| phutius, a plain Chriſtian, and in the name 
| of Chriſt, with the naked word of God, he 
| pleaded againſt them all in that caſe; and 
| God fo wrought, by his arguments, that he 
convinced the three hundred and eighteen 
| biſhops, and carried the cauſe againſt them; 
ler. and ſo convinced the philoſopher of 
is error, that before all he freely confeſſed 
= it. As long, ſaith he, as words were only 
9 | 8 I could repel words with words; 
| but what is weak man to withſtand the word 
of God? I yield, I am conquered, © Weak 
| Chriſtians may be of ſingular uſe to the 
. ſtrongeſt; thoſe that know moſt may be in- 
il ſtructed even from che weakeſt ſaints,” 

| 

| 

| 


Eraſmus, in one of his epiſtles, mentions 

| a ſtory of the devil's lifting up one of his 
creatures to the top of a. chimney in the 

| town of Shiltach in Germany, that at the 
turning of a pot which he put into her 
hands the whole town might be fer on fire. 
The ignorant people of thoſe times fent for 
two prieſts to lay down the curſed ſpirit 
with their charms, and to quench thoſe in- 
tended flames with their holy water ; but 

. the devil could ſoon anſwer, that he feared | 
not their threatening. words, when one, .ot | 
them was an adulterer, and both of them 
chic ves. The wiſeſt charms. from the 
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month of a looſe-liver will little prevail to 


caſt the devil out of his trong poſſeſſion of 
A ſinner's heart. "TM 


„ Belidimiine telleth of an univerſity, where 
thoſe, who were to proceed to doctors, had 


certain hard queſtions given them to reſolve, 
and twenty-four hours allowed them to 


ſtudy for their anſwer, and according to the 
reſolution they gave, they were either to re- 
ceive their degree with honour and applauſe, 
or to be ſent away with ſhame; and thoſe 
probationers as he obſerveth, would for 

that time ſequeſter themſelves from com- 


pany, ſhut up themſelves in their ſtudy, 


ſcarce allowing themſelves time to eat or 
ſleep, ſpending the whole time in ſtudying 
to reſolve Fe thoſe queſtions, © The time we 
here ſpend, whether longer or ſhorter, is 
given us by God to provide for our ever- 
ſaſting condition; and ſeeing upon the im- 
provement of this time dependeth an eter- 
nity, either of bliſs or woe, what manner of 
perſons ought we to be? How careful to 
paſs the time of our ſojourning here?“ 


It is ſaid of prince Henry, that when u 
on his ſick- bed he was told that the ſins of 
the people brought that affliftion on him, 


Oh no, ſays he, I have ſins enough of my 
own to be the cauſe of it. © So ſhould we 


all confeſs, When God afflicts any national 
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judgment upon us, as plague, famine, war, 
or the like, each Chriſtian ſhould ſay, It 
is my ſins in particular which have pro- 
voked God's anger, and poſſibly more my 
fins than any others; for àa man may better 
know the wickedneſs oſ his own heart than 
of others. And it is the beſt and ſafeſt 
rule to walk by, to be ſevere and rigid in 
judging ou: ſelves, and to be very meek, b 
charitable to our bethren.“ 


Mercury being to make a garment for 


the moon, as one ſaith, could never fit her, 


but either the garment would be too big or 
too little, by reaſon ſhe was always increaſ- 
ing or decreaſing. May not this be ap- 
plied to the vain curioſity of too, too many 
profeſſors in theſe days, whoſe curioſity 
about their cloaths can never be ſatisfied,” 


The Italian proverb is, He that will * ge 
well at night, muſt ſet out early and take 
up his inn betimes. We cannot begin 
too ſoon to ſet onward upon our journey 
toward the New Jeruſalem,” The Jews 
tell of Ben Syra, when a child, that he beg- 

ed of his matter to inſtruct him in the law 
of God, who deferred it, and put him off, 


' ſaying, be was too yqung yet to enter into 


divine. myſteries ; then he replied, But 


maſter, I have been in the church yard, and 


perceive. by the graves which 1 have lain 
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than I am, and what 
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down on and meaſured, and find ſhorter 
than myſelf, that many have died younger 

all! do then? and 
if J ſhould die before 1 have learned the law 
of God, what would become of me then, 
maſter ? © The conſideration of our ſhort 
life ſhould cauſe us to make hafte to learn 
to know and ſerve God, and to think we 
cannot begin to ſtudy that leſſon too ſoon, - 
that can never be learned too well.” 


Auſtin writing upon John, tells a ſtory of 
a certain man, that was of an opinion that 
the devil did make the fly, and not God; 


faith one to him, If the devil made flies, 


then the devil made worms, and God did not 


make them, for they are living creatures as 


well as flies. True, ſaid he, the devil did 
make worms; but ſaid the other, If the 
devil did make worms, then he made birds, 
beaſts; and men; he granted all, * Thus 
by denying God in the fly, he came to deny 
God in man, and todeny the whole creation,” 


What do l kere, ſaid Monica, Auſtin's 
mother, when ſhe had heard an excellent diſ- 
courſe of the incomparable joys of neaven ? 
* What do we here, ſay I, poring and loſing 
our time about earthly things, who are in- 
vited to heavenly ? What do we, I will tell 
you, like the young man at Athens, who 
tell in love with the = of good fortune yg 


* 


who dote upon the glory of the world, 


* 


( $6 ) 


an elegant ſtatue that ſtood in the Senate- 
houſe, and becauſe he could not obtain it 
for his wife of the Senate, to whom he com- 
- mended his ſuit, ſet a crown, a garland of 
flowers upon the head of it, and put a rope 
about his own neck, and fo died: And they 
are not like to make much the better match, 


ſcarce a picture, a counterfeit, a ſhadow of 
true happineſs.“ 


A Jewiſh rabbi 8 Pe practice of 
repentance upon his diſciples, exhorting 
them to be ſure to repent the day before 
they died; one of them replied, That the 
day of. any man's death is very uncertain; re- 
pent therefore every day, ſaid the rabbi, 
and then you fhall be ſure to repent the 
day before you die, 

It is better to have a ſore than a ſeared 
conſcience. It is better to. have no heart 
than a hard heart; no mind than a blind 
mind. 

It is a heavy plague to have a fat body 
and a lean foul; a houſe full of gold, and a 
heart full of ſin. 


Jerome tells a ſtory of a Chriſtian ſoldier, 
whom, when the pretor could not by any tor- 
ments remove from Chriſtianity, he com- 
manded him to be laid on a bed in a pleaſant 
garden, among the flouriſhing and fragrant 
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flowers; which done, all others withdrawing, 

a moſt beautiful harlot came to him, and uſed 
all art to deſtroy his foul ; but the Chriſtian 
ſoldier, being filled with the royal gifts of 
the ſpirit, bit off his tongue with his teeth, 
and ſpit it in her face as ſhe was tempting 
him, and ſo got the victory over all her temp- 
tations. The precious favors God con- 
fers upon his, make them temptation proof; 
they make believers trample upon the moſt 
amiable baits. How can I do this great 
wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God? ſays Jo- 


ſeph. Joſeph's ſenſe of Potiphar's favors 


heaped upon him, ſtrengthened him againſt 
the imprudent ſolicitations of his wanton 
miſtreſs, And ſhall not the ſingular fayors 
that God confers. upon his people ſtrengtnen 
them againſt Satan's aſſaults ?“ 


Socrates ſpeaks of two young men that 
flung away their: belts, when being in an 
idol's temple, the luſtrating water fell upon 
them, deteſting; ſaith the hiſtorian, the gar- 
ment ſpotted by the fleſh. 

There are ſtories of. heathens that would 
not look upon beauties, leſt. they ſhould be 
enſnared, 

Democritus plucked out his own eyes to 
avoid the danger of uncleanneſs, 


They ſay when Hercules drew up Cer- 
berus from hell, he led him in a chain, and 
| 1H 2 | 
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he went quietly till he came to the horizon, 
and ſaw the peeping of the light; but then 
he pulled fo ſtrongly, that he had liked to 
have pulled the conqueror and all back 
again. It is fad when men had rather 


live in darkneſs, and die in darkneſs, and 


go to hell in darkneſs, than they will ſee 
the light, enjoy the light, and walk in the 
light. Many fret at the light of God's word, 
and at thoſe who bring it, as the Ethiopians 
once a year ſolemnly curſe the ſun, Such 
ſouls ſtand in much need of pity and prayer.“ 


Ariſtippus, though but a heathen, went 
of his own accord to Eſchines his enemy, 
and ſaid, Shall we never be reconciled till 
we become a table-talk to all the country? 
And when Æſchines anſwered, he would moſt 


gladly be at peace with him. Remember then, 
1aid Ariſtippus, that though I were the elder 


and better man, yet I ſought firſt unto thee. 
Thou art indeed, ſaid Æſchines, a far bet- 
ter man than J; for I began the quarrel, 
but thou the reconcilement. My prayer 
ſhall be, that this heathen may not riſe in 
judgment againſt the flouriſhing profeſſors. 


of our times; who whet their tongues like a 


ſword, and bend their bows to ſhoot their 
arrows, even bitter words.“ 


The Athenians had a conceit, that Mi- 


nerva, their goddeſs, drove all their ill | 


(' v9 7). 


counſels to a happy iſſue. The ſuperſtitious 
Romans thought that an idol which they 
called Vibilia, kept them from erring out 
of their way. The divine providence is 
our Vibilia, that will not ſuffer us to miſ- 
carry, ſo long as we have an eye to the pat. 
tern that was ſhewed us on the mount,“ 
Exod. xxv. 40. : 


It was the. honour of Veſpaſike, That he 
was more ready to conceal the vices of his 
friends than their virtues. “ Surely there 
is much of God in that ſoul, that is upon a 


goſpel account more careful and {kilfub to 
f conceal the vices of weak ſaints, than their 
5 virtues. Many in theſe days do juſtly incur 
| the cenſure which. that ſour. philoſopher 
_s paſt upon gammarians, That they were bet- 
A ter acquainted wich the evil of Ulyſſes than 
my with their OWN.” 

4 1 . A range) old man, ſaith Ber- 
4 nard, who when he had heard of any that had 
obmiithed ſome notorious offence, was uſed 
* to ſay with himfelf, He fell to- day, ſo may 
f I to-morrow; *© Let him that thinketh he. 
5 eh take heed teſt he fall.” 

| It is reported of one, that he was ſb luſty 

"= ; and quarrelſome, that he was ready to fight 
iu. with his own image ſo oſten as he ſa wait in 


a glaſs. Let us fall out with our Has," 
Hz 


(go J 
the ſpots that deface the image of God in: 
us: But God forbid, that any ſhould pick a 
quarrel with the glaſs of God's word, by 
which we may dreſs ourſelves to perfection 
of beauty. Socrates, who commendeth the 
uſe of a claſs to all ſorts, as if the friend in 
it gave faithful counſel in all. caſes: Art 
thou beautiful and comely ? Cave ne animi 
improbitate corpus tuum deboneſtes: Art thou 
homely. and deſormed? Fac ut animus vir- 
tute corpus ſuum cunſecret. Art thou, fair? 
take heed; thy body. be not like an Egyptian 
temple, ſtately, without, but having within a 
foul as black as a gipſy with vice. Art thou 
foul 2 See that thy ſoul within make amends 
for thy 0 ot" een Ing pearl 
in a rude ſhell,” - | | 
 Meſ&true':is this of e kick of 
all other knows. not how to flatter; and 
who knows whether there be nat that virtue 
in this divine ſpeculation, to reſtore a man 
to himſelf, as he that was transformed into 
an aſs, returned to his own ſhape, when he 
came to behold himſelf in a glaſs, the 
ſtrength of che charm being wholly evacu- 
ated. 

Then let us bebold ourſelves here in this 
glaſs, if not what we are, at leaſt what we 
ought to a 50 45 

A painter who. w was Wee med a good artiſt, 
being aſked why he painted ſo ſlow ly; he 
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anſwered, I paint for eternity, * If we- 
did conſider our eternity of happineſs or 
miſery depends upon the well, or ill ſpend- 
ing our time here, we ſhould then take 
greater care of our actions, and not haſtily. 
comply with. Satan's remptations ta: com- 
mit ſin,” R 


Luther very-boldly: told his: patron- and 
protector, the elector of Saxony, That he 
by his- prayers gained him more help and 
ſafeguard than he received from him; and 
that this cauſe of Chriſt needeth not the 
help of man to carry it on, but the power of: 
God ſer, at work bythe prayer of faith, And 
this way, ſaith he, L will undertake to ſecure 
your: highnefs's foul, body,, and: eſtate, en- 
aged in the cauſe of the goſpel, from hat- 
Ts danger or difaſter,. whether your 
highneſs believe me herein or not. 

Prayer is the key of the day, and lock of 
the night. And we ſhould every day begin 
and end, bid ourſelves: good-morrow: and 
good night with prayer. This. will male 
our labour proſperous and our reſt ſweet. 
Jacob is, ſaid to wreſtle with. God by a 
mighty continued earneſtneſs in prayer, and 
at laſt as a prince he prevailed. It is law- 
ful to take heaven. by ſuch a holy violence; 
and it is a modeſt and commendable impu- 
dence, with a ſtrong and zealous importu- 
nity to beg mercy of the God of mercy, 


. — 


The ſcripture ſays, Pray continually; that 
is, that we ought not to be diſcompoſed 
with paſſion, or the affairs of the world, 
but that we may be always in a praying ca- 
acity. Good Mr Dod was uſed to ſay, 
hat be was in a ſad condition that had a. 
hard heart and could not pray. 


They that look towards the earth only, 
are but equivocal men; men in name, but 
not in mind, to uſe the words of Chryſo- 
ſtome: For what is there even in our na- 
ture which: doth not lift us up to God: The 
frame and fabric of our bodies ſo upright, 
that it compels us to tread, to trample upon 
the earth, to look up to heaven, and fur 
this purpoſe anatomiſts obſerve, that beſides 
four muſcles in the eyes, comman to us 
with brute creatures, there is 4 peculiar 
one in man's to lift it upward ; the head is 
therefore round, a fit ſeat for the mind, and 
withal, that it may be put in mind to think 
upon heaven, whence it is, and whereof the 
figure is a reſemblance, the heart is both 

a triangle and a pyramis; a triangle, bes - 
r world cannot ſatisfy it, no more 
than a round can fill a triangle, but there 
will be empty corners ſtill, only the bleſſed 
trinity can fill the capacity of the heart, 
-whoſe palace and. chamber of preſence it 
ſhould: be, according to the initial letters of 
the Latin word rwhich makes camera 
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Omnipotentis Regis, the chamber of the Omni- 
potent Ruler, as ſome have ſeriouſly obſerved, 
and an invented pyramis, narrow below, ale 
moſt ſharpened to a point, that it might 
touch the earth no more than needs muſt, 
tota in puncto, in Jerome s phraſe, the whole 
ſtands in a narrow point, and broad 1 
to receive the influence of heaven. 

The rabbms alſo have obſerved, thes 
there be juit fo any bones in a man's body; 
as there be letters in the decalogue, and 
juſt ſo many joints and members as there are 
days in the year, teaching us to offer up 
a double holocauſt-of all our ſtrength, and 
all our time, wholly to God, in the mn 
of his commandments. = 
And the whole man is * ah. 
tree turned upſide down, as the philoſopher 
hath noted long ago, whoſe roots are to- 
wards heaven, from whence at derives all the 
fap and juice of grace, whioh makes the 
branches towards earth flouriſhing, and be 
fruitful in good works. © My well doing 
extends not unto thee, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
but unto the ſaints that do excel in virtue.“ 


It is ſaid of Tiberius, that hilt Auguf. 
tus ruled, he was no way tainted in his re- 
putation; and that while Druſus and Ger- 
manicus were alive, he feigned thoſe virs 
tuts which he had not, to maintain a good 
opinion of himſelf in the hearts of the peo- 
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_ © ple; but after he had got himſelf out of the 
reach of contradiction and controlment, 
there was no fact in which he was not faulty, 
no crime to which he was not acceſſary. 
„My prayer ſhall be that Tiberius's ſpirit 
may not be found in any of our rulers, leſt ir 
prove their ruin, as it did his; and that where 
ever it is, it may be detected, loathed and 
ejected, ſo that neither the ſtate nor our ſouls 
may be ruined by it,” Se. 1 


The ſoul hath its maladies as well as the 

body ; and ſuch that for their likeneſs to 
them, do often borrow their names from 

them._ Pride 1s a tympany, avarice a drop- 

ſy, fecurity a lethargy, luſt. a calenture, 

apoſtacy an epilepſy; And yet, though 

theſe names of bodily diſeaſes do happily 

- ferve to point and ſhadow out the nature of 
ſpiritual; how wide 1s the difference between 
the patients of the one and of the other, in 
tegard of thoſe qualities which may diſpoſe 
them for-a cure and recovery out of. them ? 
In the diſeaſes of the body, it matters not 
whether the patient know'the name of his 
diſeaſe, or underſtand the virtue of the me- 
dicines which are preſcribed, or be able to 
judge of the increaſe, height, and declina- 
tion of his diſtemper by the beating of his 
pulſe; the whole buſineſs is managed by the 
care and wiſdom of the phyſician, who often 
tunes. coficeals the danger. on purpoſe, left. 


. 
fear and fancy ſhould work more than his 
phyſic, and hinder the benefit of what he 
applies. But in the maladies of the ſoul, it 
is far otherwiſe ; the firſt ſtep into ſpiritual 
health is a diſtin& and clear inſight of ſin, 
ſuch which makes men to underſtand the 
plague of their own hearts. Chriſt heals by 
light as well as: by influence; he firſt con- 
— them of ſin, and then gives the par- 
don; he diſcovers the diſeaſe to them, and 
then adminiſters the medicine. Ignorance 
is a bar to the welfare of the ſoul, though 
not of the body, and makes the divine te- 
medies to have as little effect upon it as 
purges or cordials have upon the glaſſes in · 
to which they are put. It is Solomon's 
remptory concluſion, that a ſoul without 
— nowledge is not good, nor indeed can be, 
becauſe it wants a principle, which is as ne- 
ceſſary to goodneſs as à viſive power is to 
the eye to enable it to diſcern. its object. 
How can he ever value holineſs who under- 
ſtands not what fin is? or deſire a ſaviour 
who hath no ſenſe,of his need ? O therefore, 
bleſſed Lord, do thou daily more open my 
eyes, that I may ſee myſelf to be among the 
ſinners, and not among the righteous ; a- 
mong the fick, and not among the whole, 
that ſo I may be healed by thee, who cameſt 
not to call the righteous but ſinners to re- 
pentance, 
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St John the apoſtle coming to a place 
near Epheſus in his viſitation of the churches, 
he eſpied a youth of a comely ſhape and 
pregnant parts, and taking hold of him, 
delivered him to the biſhop of the place, 
with this charge, which he repeated over 
and over, I commend this perſon to thee to 
be looked to: with all care and diligence, 
and that in the preſence of Chriſt and the 
church. Fhe biſhop undertook the charge, 
received the young man into his houſe, in- 
ſtructed him, ins at laſt baptiſed him: 
Fhenhe thought be might remit a little of the 
ftrictneſs of his care; but the young man, 
alas making an ill uſe of his liberty, fell 
into bad company, by whole arts and ſnares 
he was ſeduced into ways of riot and wick- 
edneſs, till deſpairing of all hope of pardon 
from God, he let himſelf looſe to all — 
of vice and extravagance; and agreeing 
with his confederates, they combined them- 
felves' into a ſociety of highwaymen, and 
made him their captain, who quickly be- 
came as far beyond the reſt in fierceneſs and 
cruelty, as he was in power and authority, 
St John, upon occaſion, returning ſome 
while after to the fame place, after he had 
diſpatched his other buſineſs, required from 
the biſhop the pledge he had left with him; 
who wondering, and not knowing what he 
meant; I mean, ſaid St. John, the young 
man, it is the ſoul of my brother that I 


A 
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require, The old man, with a dejected look. 


and tears in his eyes, anſwered, He is dead; 
and being demanded by what kind of death, 
anſwered, He is dead to God; for, alas! 
he is become a villain, and inſtead of the 
church is fled with his companions to the 
mountains {0 be a thief and a robber. The 
good apoſtle, rending his cloaths, and be- 
wailing that he had ſo ill betruſted the ſoul 
of his brother, immediately called for a 
horſe and guide, and made haſte to the 
mountains; where being taken by thoſe who 
ſtood centinel, he deſired to be brought be- 
fore their captain, who ſtood ready armed 
at a diſtance; but as ſoon as he perceiv- 
ed that it was St John that was coming to- 
wards him, he began to be aſhamed, and to 
run as faſt as he could. The apoſtle, not 
regarding his own age and weakneſs, fol- 
lowed after him with all his might; and 
when his legs could not overtake him, he 


" ſent theſe paſſinnate exclamations after him, 


Why, Oh my ſon ! doſt thou fly from thy 
2ged and unarmed father? Take pity of 
me, and fear not, there is yet hope of ſalva- 
tion for thee, I will undertake with Chriſt 
for thee; if need be, I will freely undergo 
death for thee, as our Lord did for us, and 
lay down my own life to ranſom thine; onl 

ſtay and believe me, for I am ſent by Chriſt, 


With that he ſtaid, and with a dejected 


look, throwing away his arms, he trembled 
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and diſſolved into tears; he embraced the 
aged apoſtle with all poſſible expreſſions of 
ſorrow and lamentatian, as if again baptiſed 
with his own tears, St John aſſured him 
he had obtained his pardon of Chriſt, and 
having faſted and prayed with him, and for 
him, and with all the arts of conſolation re- 
freſhed his ſhattered and diſconſolate mind, 


brought him into, and reſtored him to the 
church, 4 wo 


St Auguſtine tells us what infinite pains 
his mother Monica took about the conver- 
ion of her huſband Patricius, how unwea- 
riedly ſhe ſought to endear herſelf to him, 
by all the arts of a meek, prudent, and ſober 
carriage; how ſubmiſſively ſhe complied 
with his rigorous and untoward humours, 
how diligently ſhe watched the apteſt 
minutes ot inſinuation, never leaving till at 
laſt ſne gained him over to the faith. Nor 
was her care and ſolicitude leſs for her ſon 
Auguſtine, Who being hurried away with 
the lewdneſs of youth, and entangled with 
the impieties of the Manichean hereſy, was 
the hourly ſubject of her prayers and tears. 
She plied him with daily counſels and intrea- 
ties, implored the help and affiſtance of good 
men, and importuned heaven for the ſuc- 
ceſs of all; not being able to gain any quiet 
to her mind, till St Ambroſe, with whom 
ſhe had often adviſed about it, ſent her away 


( 99 ) 
with this aſſurance, That it was not poſſible 
that a child of ſo many tears ſhould periſh, 
No ſooner was his con verſton wrought, but 
her ſpirit was at eaſe, and ſhe now deſired no 
more. | 

St Auguſtine alſo reports of his mother 
Monica, that as often as her children did 
commit ſin againſt God, ſo often ſhe did as 
it were, travail in birth of them again, 
Every evil report ſhe heard of them, did 
ſeem to cauſe new pangs and throws. 
& Thus it is with good parents, who con- 
ceive it better for their children never to 

have been born, than not to be born again. 
They are fo paſſionately concerned for the 
eternal welfare of their. ſouls, that when 
they have taken pains to inſtruct them with 
good principles, and given them good ex- 
-amples, if they chance to be ſeduced by 
tewd and vicious company, it cauſes more 
grief and ſorrow to them, than their mo- 
thers had in bringing them forth; the la- 
bour and affliction of the mind much tran- 
ſcending the pain and travail of the body. 
The pain of the bo:ly is but the body of 
pain; but the ſorrow of the ſoul, is the foul 
of ſorrow.“ 


Bartolus writes of Dr Gabriel Nele, that 
by zae only motion of the lips, without any 
utterance, he underſtood all men, perceived 


and read in every man's countenance what 
9 


(200; } 


he meant, Sc. But none can certain] 
know the thoughts of man but God alone. 


It is his royalty to know what is in man.“ 
Jobn il. 25. 


1 


In this world. as real Chriſtians we are 
engaged in a ſpiritual warfare, .the fleſh 


warring againſt the ſpirit; ſometimes one 
prevails, ſometimes the. other. But let us 


comfort ourſelves; we fight under Chriſt's 
banner, he is the captain of our ſalvation ; 
and therefore in ſuch a war we may joyfully 
hope to obtain victory over the luſts of the 
fleſh, by the aſſiſtance of God's gracious 
ſpirit. = us conſider then how blame- 
worthy thoſe are, who are ſo far from con- 
tending, that they willingly yield; and are 
fo far ng fighting in a good cauſe, that 
they baſely deliver themſelves up priſoners 
without ſtriking one ſtroke ; ſo far from re- 
fiſting, that they tempt temptations to tempt 
them, in this ſupplying the place of the 
great tempter, the devil, until they are juſtly 
given over to a reprobate ſenſe, ſinning 
with delight and greedineſs, drinking ini 
quity like water, and living and dying with 
obdurate hearts and ſeared conſciences. 
From which ſad judgment, good Lord 
deliver us. 


I have read that a frown of Queen Eliza- 


beth killed Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, the Lord 


„ 

Chancellor of England. What then will 
the frowns of the king of nations do? If 
the rocks rend, the mountains melt, and the 
ſoundations of the earth tremble under his 
wrath. How will the ungodly ſinner ap- 
pear when he comes 1n all his royal glory, to 
take vengeance" on all that knew him not, 
and that obeyed not his glorious goſpel,” 


Linacer, when he had heard our Saviour's 
ſermon upon the mount, ſaid, Either this is 
not goſpel, or we are not Chriſtians. Our 
Saviour aſced who touched him when the 
' multitude. preſſed about him: Many throng 
about Chriſt in profeſſion, and a form of 
godlineſs ; but few touch hin to draw an! 

virtue from. him, and power of godlineſs. 
Many bear the name of Chriſtians to their 
judgment and condemnation, not to their 
ſalvation and remedy, to whom we may ſay, 
as Alexander did to a ſoldier, who was cal. 


led Alexander by his name, but played the 


coward often, either fight better, either live 
better, or elſe preſume not to uſurp the glo- 
rious name. Many fly to that of the Jews, 
The temple of the Lord ! The temple of 
the Lord! and think to take ſanctuary 
and ſave themſelves there from all danger; 
as the Jews fable, that Og the king of Ba- 
ſhan-ei:aped the flood by riding aſtride on 
the ark without; though they never enter, 
as if they thought with Martius, that they 
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could not poſſibly be condemned within 
ſight of the capitol, the temple. 


. In the hiſtory of the world, encompaſſed 
by Sir Francis Drake, it is recorded, that in 
a certain iſland to the fouthward of Celebes, 
among the trees, night after night did re- 
preſent themſelves an infinite number of 
ſeeming fiery worms, flying in the air, whoſe 
bodies were not larger than a common. fly, 
making a ſhew and giving ſuch a light as if 
every twig on each tree had been a lighted 
candle, or as if that ſpot, upon which the 
trees ſtood, had been the itarry ſphere. 
„ This was but an appearance; no more is 
that of hypocrites, who put on the outward 
appearance of religion; but whoſe hearts 
are full of evil, having only the form of 
godlineſs, but ſtrangers to the power of it.“ 


Anaxagoras being aſked wind he cared 
not for his country, with the ruin whereof 
he ſeemed to be little moved; yes, ſaid he, 
there is none of you that cares more than I do 
for my country, pointing with his finger up 
to heaven, as though heaven was his coun - 
try: And ſo it is with a Chriſtian indeed; 
for if the propoſition of the philoſopher be 
true, that is our country where we have the 
beit fare and entertainment, then his con- 
cluſion is infallable, therefore heaven is my 
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country, without which I cannot live well; 

for there is a plenty of all good things. Let | 
then the philoſopher comfort himſelf that 5 
he was not baniſhed (though out of his 

country), and that he was not confined to 

any place, like a ſnail in her ſhell, becauſe 

he was a free Denizen, and a citizen of the 

world; the Chriſtian is not aſhamed to con- 

fels the whole world's liberty to be but a 
baniſhment to him, who is but a pilgrim 

in a ſtrange land here, becauſe he is a free 

Denizen, and citizen of heaven. 

He ſtays in the world, as in ſome more 
free and noble priſon, where you muſt par- 
don him if he cannot be in love with his 
fetters, though perhaps of gold. He is in 
the body as a child in the womb, in a walk- 
ing ſepulchre, his delivery from thence ſhall 
be his nativity, from whence he means to 
begin the account of the term of his life : 
To live with God is the only life ; to reign 
with Chriſt, the only liberty, according to 
that of Simeon, No letteſt thy ſervant 
depart,” fo that the body is as the bridewell 
and priſon of our life, as Baſil interprets it, 
this is that he ſighs and breathes after. 
« Woe is me that l am conſtrained to dwell 
in Meſhech : I deſire to be diſſolved and be 
with Chriſt; come Lord Jeſus, come quick- 
ly : How long Lord?” Chriſt was born in 
an inn, to teach him to make the world but 
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a thoroughfare, where if he takes his reſt, 
yet he muſt not ſet up his ieſt. 


Let no man ſay, ſaith Auſtine, what lad- 
ders or engines ſhall I climb up to heaven 
by? thou aſcendeſt by love, ſtanding on 
earth, thou art in heaven if thy love be plac- 
ed upon God. It is reported of Andrew the 
apoſtle, that being taxed by ſome of the 
heathens that he did not love their gods; 
he replied, Let me ſee whether your gods 
can make ſuch a heaven, and ſuch an earth, 
aud do as much for me as God hath done. 
« When temporal things begin to ſteal 
away our love, we ſhould conſider whether 
they do, or can ſo much deſerve our love as 
heavenly things ; if not, we ſhould reſerve 
our love for the things that are moſt worthy 
of itz we ſhould: gather up thoſe ſcattered. 
pieces of love diſperſed amongſt ſo many 
ſeveral things, and place all upon heaven 
and heavenly tnings.“ 

Let no man ſay, who ſhall give me Elias's 
chariot, in which I may. mount up to hea- 
ven, here needs no change of place, but a 
change of mind, which may. lift itſelf 
up to heaven, while the body lies upon the 
earth, as Abraham went 1nto the mount, 

while the ſervants and aſſes ſtaid below in 


the valley. 
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It was a common ſaying at Conſtantino- 
ple, That it was better the ſun ſhould not 
ſhine, than that Chryſoſtom ſhould not 
preach, n 


I have read of one that ſaid, If he ſhould 
meet a preacher and an angel together, he 
would firſt ſalute the preacher, and then the 
angel afterwards, If you do not give the 
faithful miniſters of the goſpel honourable 
countenance, Jews, Turks, Papifts, and Pa- 
gans, will in the great day of account riſe up 

againſt you, and contemn you.” The Gre- 
clans uſed to give far greater reſpect and 
honour to their philoſophers than to their ora- 
tors, becauſe that their orators did only teach 
them to ſpeak well, but their philoſophers 
did teach them to live well. What honour 
then is due to them that do teach you to 
ſpeak well, and to live well; how to be 
| Happy here, and how to be bleſſed here- 
after. 


A Dutch martyr, who calling to the 
judge that had ſentenced him to the fire, 
deſired him to lay his hand upon his heart; 
and then aſked him whoſe heart did moſt 
bear, his or his own? Many of the mar- 
tyrs went with as good courage to die as to 
dine, Cromwel going to his death, eat an 
hearty breakfaſt. Ridley called it his wed- 
ding-day, And another, claſping the ſtake 
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he was burned at, ſaid, Welcome thou 
ſweet croſs of Chriſt, _ 


Socrates and Theodoret tell us of one 
Theodorus, a martyr, put to extreme tor» 
ments by Julian the apoſtate, and diſmiſſed 
again by him, when he faw him unconquer- 
able. Ruffinus tells us, that he met with 
this martyr a long time after this trial, and 
aſked him, Whether the pain he felt was 
not unſufferable? He anſwered, That at 
firſt it was ſomewhat grievous ; but after a 
while, there ſeemed to ſtand by him ayoung 
man in white, who, with a ſoft and com- 
. fortable handkerchief, wiped off the ſwear 
of his body (which through extreme pain 
and anguiſh was little leſs than blood) and 
bade him, be of good cheer. Infomuch as 
that it was rather a puniſhment than a plea- 
ſure to him to be taken off the rack: When 
the tormentors had done, the angel was 
gone, | 


In the day of thy preſent greatneſs, for- 
get not thy former nieanneſs. Humble 
Jacob, in the day of his proſperity remem- 
bers his former poverty; * With my ſtaff 
I paſſed over Jordan, and now am become 
two bands.“ And ſo David in his proſpe- 
rity remembered that his ſheep hook was 
changed into a ſcepire, and his fear of turf 
into a royal throne, And when Joſeph was 
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a royal favorite, he remembered that he had 
been an impriſoned ſlave. | 

Primiſlaus, the firſt king of Bohemia, 
kept his country ſhoes always by him, to 
remember from whence he was raiſed, 
Agathocles, by the furniture of his table, 


confeſt that from a potter he was raiſed to 
be king of Sicily. 


It was a prudent ſpeech of that Italian 
king Taxiles, to the invading Alexander ; 
What ſhould we need, ſaid he, to fight and 
make war one with another, if thou comeſt 
not to take away our water, and our neceſ- 
ſaries by which we mult live: As for other 
goods, if I am richer than thou, I am ready 
to give thee of mine; and if J have leſs, I 1 
will not think ſcorn to thank thee if thou 
wilt give me ſome of thine, © Proud Ab- 
ſalem cannot be content to be the king's 
ſon, unleſs he may have the crown preſent- 
ly from his father's head. Cæſar can abide 
no ſuperior; nor Pompey an equal, A 
proud man is content with nothing,” 


A crown could not content Ahab, but he 
mult have Naboth's vineyard, though he 
ſwim to it in blood, Diogenes had more 
content with his tub to ſhelter him from the 
injuries of the weather, and with his wood- 
en diſh to eat and drink in, than Alexander 
had with the conqueſt of half the world; 
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and the fruition of all the atk plea- 


ſures and glories of Aſia. 


A painter being blamed by a cardinal for 


putting too much red upon the viſages of 
Peter and Paul, ſmartly replied, That he 


painted them ſo, as bluſhing at the lives of 


- thoſe men who ſtiled then ſelves their ſuc- 


ceſſors. How do the lewd and wicked 
lives of many that are called and accounted 


miniſters . and Chriſtian profe ſſors make 
others to bluſh, 


After that Socrates was put to death at 
Athens, Ariſtophanes rehearſed a tragedy of 
his concerning Palamades who had been 
executed by the Grecians long before at the 


ſiege of Troy, 1a which Ad were theſe 
verſes, 


Ye have ſlain, ye ave lain of Greeks the 
very beſt, 
——— that never any did infeſt, 


At the hearing whereof the people were 
ſo moved, that they pieſently tell upon 
the authors of Socrates's death, and drew 
them forth to puniſhment. Oh that we 
could be as nimble to apprehend and be 
avenged of our fins, who put Chriſt to death 


who was without fin, who never did any hurt 


but good-all his days,” 
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Contemno minutulos iſtos deos modo Jovem 
habeam propitium, ſaid a heathen man; I cons 
temn and deſpiſe all thoſe petty gods, ſo 
Jupiter be my friend. © So Chrilt (faith the 
heavenly man) be my mediator and interceſ- 
or, I care not for the petty advocates which 
the papiſts adore,” 1 


Valerius Maximus tells us of a young | 


nobleman that attended on Alexander while 
he was ſacrificing, and while he held the 
cenſure for incence, there fell a coal upon 
his fleſh, and burnt it ſo as the very ſcent 
of it was in the noſtrils of all that were about 
him; and yet becauſe he would not diſturb 
Alexander in his ſervice, he did not ſtir to 
put off the fire from him, but held ſtill his 
cenſure. © What care ſhould we take then 
that we may attend upon the true and liv- 
ing God without diſturbance ?” f 


-  Antiſthenes deſired of his gods nothing in 


this world to make his life happy, but the 
ſpirit of Socrates, that was, contentment to 
be able to bear any wrong or injury, and to 
continue in a. quiet temper of ſpirit what 
ever befel him, Oh if Chriſtians had but 
the ſpirit, 'L will not ſay of Socrates, but of 
Chriſt Jeſus! how happy might they be in 
all conditions,” | 
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M,arcus Curio, fitting at homie at dinner 
on a diſh of turnips, ſome of Rome's adver- 
ſaries ſent him many bribes and promiſes 
of great rewards, to have made him un- 
faithful to his country; but ſaid he, That 
man that can be contented with ſuch fare 
as J haye, will not be tempted by your re- 
wards. Could we be content with a little, 
the temptations of much would not much 
tempt us.“ 


One ſaying to a philoſopher, Couldeſt thou 
but pleaſe Dionyſius, thou needs not eat 
herbs and roots; the philoſopher anſwer— 
ed, Couldeſt thou but eat herbs and roots 
thou needeſt not to pleaſe Dionyſius. To 
the humble- minded, temptations of great» 
neſs are no great temptations.” 


It was a good ſpeech of an emperor, You, 
ſaid he, gaze on my purple robe and golden 
crown ; but did you know what cares are un- 
der it, you would not take it up from the 
ground to have it. It was a true ſaying of 
Auguſtine on the twenty-fixth pſalm, Many 
are miſerable by loving hurtful things, but 
they are more miſerable by having them. 
e It is not what men enjoy, but the prin- 
ciple from whence it comes, that makes men 


happy.“ , 


It is hard to be chearful without levity, 
or ſerious without melancholy ; we verge to 
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extremes; inconveniencies and fnares at - 


tend all conſtitutions and complexions, and 
like ſyllogiſms, /equimor deteriorem partem; 
chearfulneſs is molt like to do the body 
good and the foul hurt, and ſeriouſneſs is 
moſt: like to do the ſoul good and the 
body hurt; if we take not heed; that 
therefore foul and body may receive good, 
and no, hurt, let us be chearfully ſeri- 
ous, and feriouſly chearful ; while chearful- 
neſs is the ſail, let ſeriouſneſs be the ballaſt 
of the veſſel; if we want ballaſt, we may 
move too ſwiftly; if we want ſail, we ſhall 
move too flowly.. 


It appears ſtrange to me that wicked 
worldly men ſhouldbe accounted wiſe, when, 
as in the matters of the greateſt iimpor- 
tance, they are ſo careleſs and remiſs, even 
in the ſalvation of their ſouls. For all wiſe 
men in difficult caſes will do that which is 
ſafeſt, Now to live as believing there is a 
God, and truly to fear and ſerve him, is 
certainly moſt ſezure. For though there 
be many arguments, beſides the conviction 
of every man's conſcience, to prove there is 


a God; yet no man can demonſtrate the 
contrary, that is impoſſible: And if there 
were none, no perſon would repent after 
death, that he in his life-time believed there 
was one; but diſbelieving the Deity in his 
life, he may by that God, whoſe eſſence he 
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durſt ſo impudently deny, be puniſhed in 
hell eternally, CIOS ae 7,00: 


It is ſafeſt and beſt for us to believe as 
God in his word has revealed to us, and not 
be guilty of carnal arguings; as not tothink 
it reaſonable that man ſhould be puniſhed 
infinitely for finite ſinning; or to ſeem to in- 
cline to Origen's opinion, (which moſt 
would be willing to embrace, if there were 
any religious ground for it) That all men 

at the laſt day ſnall be ſaved, even the very 
devils themſelves. But thus conſider, In this 
world the wiſeſt men know but in part; in the 
next world the miſt will be taken from our 
eyes, and we ſhall ſee clearly. The moſt 
ignorant perſons here ſhall know more in the 
other world than the wiſeſt man upon earth: 
But here it is our duty to acquieſce in what 
we ſuppoſe is God's will we ſhould believe 
or practiſe; his will is the higheſt reaſon, 
and ought to be eſteemed ſo by us. 


Henry the ſecond, hearing Mentz his 
chief city to he taken, uſed this blaſphemous 
ſpeech, 1 ſhall never, ſaith he, love God any 
more, - that ſuffered a city ſo dear to me to 
be taken from me. nc 

Let us conſider why ſo many of us ſo 
often miſcarr in the deſigns and actions of 
this life, even when we have moſt confi- 
dence and aſſurance. The reaſon is very 
obvious: We place too much truſt in ſecon · 
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dary cauſes, and in the ſon of man, whoſe 


breath is in his noſtrils; but in the beginning 
of every enterprize neglect to implore the 
divine aſſiſtance, and wholly to rely upon 
his wiſdom with a humble and dutiful ac- 
quieſcence in his will, whether he ſhall 
pleaſe to blaſt our purpoſes, or to proſper 
the action, God knowing what is better for 
us than we do ourſelves, If we do ſo, we 
are ſure our deſigns and endeavours will be 
ſucceſsful, or we ſhall have as much reafon 
to he ſatisfied as if they were, being free 


from all repining, murmuring thoughts, be- 


cauſe. we ſubmit to his providence, who is 
the ſole diſpoſer of all perſons, actions and 


times, which is the happy priviledge as well 
as the duty of a Chriſtian, * 


Hormiſda, a nobleman of great eminency 
in the king of Perſia's court, that becauſe when 
he was preſſed to it, he, with a brave Chriſ- 


tian courage, denied to deny Chriſt, he was 


thereto;e degraded of all his honours, ſtrip- 
ed of his lordly rich habit, cloathed with 
bale ſordid rags, and ſo caſt out to keep 


camels, After a long ſpace of time, the king 


ſee ing him in that ſad {laviſh condition took 
pity on him, commanded that he ſhould be 
brought into his palace, and clad in gar- 


ments ſuitable to his former dignity ; and 


then he was again importunate with him 
to deny Chriſt: At which he tore his ſilken 
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cloathes, ſaying, If for theſe imple things 
you think to have me deny my Saviour, 
away with them, I will have none of them. 
% Thus ſhould eyery Chriſtian reſolve to 
perſevete in the faith of Chriſt, counting all 
things but droſs and dung in compariſon 
of him, ſacrificing and throwing over-board 
all the rich braveries of the world, rather 
than, by a baſe finful denial of his Saviour, 
to make ſhipwreck of his faith.“ 


Cyrus in a great expedition againſt his 
enemies, the better. to encourage his ſoldiers 
to fight, in an oration thar he made at the 
head of his army, promiſed upon the vic- 
tory, to make every foot-ſoldier a horſe- 
man, and every horſe- man a commander, 
and that no officer that did valiantly ſhould 
be unrewarded: “ But what are Cyrus's 
rewards to the rewards that Chriſt our gene- 
ra] promiſes to his? To him that over- 
cometh, will I grant to fit with me in my 
throne, even as I alſo overcame, and am 
ſet down with my Father in his throne.” 
Rev. iii. 21. | 


It is ſaid of Aranaah, that noble Jebu- 
ſite, renowned for his bounty, that he had. 
but a ſubject's purſe, yet a king's heart; but 
Jeſus Chriſt hath a king's purſe as well as 
a king's heart, and accordingly he gives. 

And as Chriſt's rewards are the greateſt 
reward, ſo his rewards are the ſureſt re- 
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wards; © he is faithful that hath promiſed,” 
1 Theſſ. v. 24. 

Antiochus promiſed often hut ſeldom gave, 
(upon which he was called in a way of de- 
riſton, a great promiſer) but Jeſus Chriſt 
never made any promiſe, but he hath or will 


perform it. 5 
Chriſt doth not meaſure his gifts by our 
petitions, but by his own riches and mercy. 


Valerian the Roman emperor uſed to ſay, 
Not bitter but flattering words do all the 
miſchief. ä 

When Alexander the great was hit with 
an arrow in the ſiege of an Italian city, 

which would not heal, he ſaid to his para- 
ſites, You ſay that I am Jupiter's ſon, but 
this wound cries that I am but a man, 

Leo the emperor uſed to ſay, A cloſe 
enemy is far worſe than an open. When a 
court paraſite praiſed Sigiſmund the em- 
peror above meaſure, the emperor gave him 
a box on the ear. 

When Ariſtobulus the hiſtorian preſent. 
ed to Alexander the great, a book that he 
had wiitten of his glorious acts, wherein he 
had flatteringly made him greater than he 
was; Alexander, after he had read the 
book, threw it into the river Hydaſpes, and 
ſaid to the author, It were a good deed to 
throw thee after it, | 
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When the flatterers flattered Antigonus, 
he cried out, Thou lieſt, thou lieſt in thy 
throat, theſe virtues that thou ſpeakeſt of, 
I have not in me; but I am like a leopard 
that hath ten black ſpots to one white. 

Auguſtus Cæſar and Tiberius Cæſar were 
deadly enemies to flatterers, inſomuch that 
they would not be called lords by their own 
children. 

A good ſymbol i is attributed to Treboni- 
anus Gallus, VIZ, No flatterer can be a 
true friend. 

The flatterers told Cæſar that his freckles 

in his face, were like the ſtars in the firma- 
ment. They bought and fold Aurelius the 
_ emperor at pleaſure. And Auguſtus com- 
plained when Varrus was dead, that he had 
none now left that would deal plainly and 
fully. with him. 

It is reported of one Oramazes, that he 
had an inchanted egg in which, as he boaſt- 
ed himſelf, he had incloſed all the happi- 
neſs of the world; but being broken, no- 

thing was found in it but wind, Flatterers 
are the greateſt cheats, the greateſt deceiy- 
ers in the world. 

They ſay of the crocodile, that when he 
hath killed a man, he will weep over him 

- as if he was ſorry, and did repent for what 
he had done, 

Anaſtytius the emperor's motto, was; 
Smooth talk proves often ſweet poiſon. 
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Flattery is the very ſpring and mother of all 
impiety, it blows the trumpet, and draws 
poor ſouls into rebellion againſt GoJ, as 
Sheba drew Iſrael to rebel againſt David; 
it put our firſt parents upon taſting the for- 
bidden fruit; it put Abſalom upon dethron- 
ing his father; it put Haman upon plotting 
the ruin of the Jews; it put Corah, Dathan, 
and Abiram upon rebelling againſt Moſes; 
it makes men call evil good, and good evil; 
darkneſs light, and light darkneſs, Cc. It 
puts perſons upon neglecting the means of 
grace, and upon contemning the means of 
grace; it puts men upon abaſing God, 
lighting Chriſt, and vexing the ſpirit; it 
unmans man, it makes him call black white, 
and white black; it makes a man change 
pearls for pebbles, and gold for counters; 
it makes a man judge himſelf wiſe, when he 
is fooliſh ; knowing, when he is ignorant; 
holy, when he is profane; free, when he is 
a priſoner ; rich, when he is poor; high, 
when he is low; full, when he is empty; 
happy, when he is miſerable. © From 
flattery of all kinds, good I ord deliver us.“ 


| - George, duke of Saxony, was heard to 
ſay, Though I am not ignorant that hereſies 
and abuſes are crept into the church; yet 1 
will never obey the goſpel that Luther 
preacheth. © For hatred to the man, he 
would not hearken to the truth he taught, 
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This is to have the faith of TI in W 
ol pericas,” 5 0 | 


Eduard the third, ning) — "ing of 
France. priſoner in England, and feaſting 
him one time - moſt. ſumpruouſly, preſſed 
him to be merry, the French k ing anſwered, 
How can we ſing ſongs in a ſtrange land? 
« A real Chriſtian is in great heavineſs 
while Chriſt abſents himſelf, and never 
heartily merry, until he lift up the light of 
* 1 17 — 


5 hy ang grace can cheer 
This dungeon where I dwell; 

'Tis paradiſe when thou art here, 

If thou py” tis hell. | 


The ſmilings of thy Tal 
How amiable they are! 
Tis heav'n to reſt in thine embrace, 
And no where elſe but there. 


Damesdend being aſked at what time he 
began to be a philoſopher? anſwered, When 
I began to know myſelf. “ So a man 
never begins to be a Chriſtian, till he be- 
gins to know himſelf, And indeed for a 
man to be acquainted with himſelf, is one 
of the hardeſt works in the world. For as 
the eye can fee all things but itſelf, ſo moſt 
can diſcern all faults but their own. Henry 
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the fourth, emperor of Germany, his uſual 
ſpeech was, Many know much, but few 
know themſelves. t 10 TS9t-35 2111gh 

The very heathens did admire that ſaying 
as an oracle, Know, and be acquainted with 
thy own ſelf. The main exhortation of Chilo, 
one of the ſeven ſages, was, Know thyſelf. 
And Plato recordeth that this ſaying of 
Chilo, Know thyſelf, was written in letters 
of gold upon the portal of Apollo's temple, 

Juvenal faith, that this ſaying, Know thy- 
ſelf, came from heaven, Macrobius faith, 
That the oracle of Apollo being demanded 
what courſe ſhould be taken for attaining to 
felicity, anſwered, Only teach a man to 
know himſelf, „„ 
Thus both divinity and philoſophy do 
agree in this, that the beſt and ſureſt way to 
true felicity, is to know ourſelves. 


The knowledge of Chriſt, is the begin- 
ning of eternal life, it is the way to eternal 
life, it is a taſte of eternal life, it is a ſure 
pledge to the ſoul of eternal life. 

The 'Spaniards ſay of Aquinas, that he 
that knows not him, knows not any thing; 
but he that knows him, knows all things, 
e He that knows Jeſus Chriſt, not notion- 
ally only, but practically; not apprehen- 
ſively only, but effectively; he knows all 
things that may make him happy: But he 
that knows not Jeſus Chriſt, knows nothing 
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that will ſtand him in ſtead when he ſhall 
lie upon a dying bed, and ſtand before the 
judgment- ſeat of Chriſt,” . 
The ſun is not more neceſſary to the 
world, the eye to the body, the pilot to the 
ſhip, the general to the army, c. than the 
knowledge of Chriſt is neceſſary for all thoſe 
that would be happy here and hereafter. 


| Maſter Fox was much delighted in that 
ſeeming paradox, . that his graces did him 
moſt hurt, and his fins moſt good, The 
ſight of his black feet was a means to keep 
down the ſpreading of his white plumes, 
whereas the continual thought of his graces 
might have blowed up his heart with windy 
pride above other men. The ſubtle ſerpent 
knows how to caſt his poiſon upon our beſt 
actions; to make good Hezekiah ſwell with 
oſtentation of his treaſures, This poiſon is 

that which diſtempers the eye of our judg- 
ment, and makes us account that pride in 
ſome, which we would eſteem ornaments of 
grace in our own hearts; the eye, infected 
with a falſe colour, will ſoon misjudge all 
things like herſelf, A proud eye will ac- 
knowledge no man humble. Humility 
would be the beſt.glue to join the hearts of 
miniſters and people in the neareſt union of 
concord and affection. When Epiphanus 
and Chry ſoſtome yield too much unto a ſelſ- 
opinion, they may ſoon fall into ſharp con- 
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tentions. Let Epiphanus never come into 

his own country, and let not Chryſoſtome 
die a biſhop, were the breathings of a ſe- 
cret 2 The devil hath wrought miſ- 
chief in the church, by nothing more than by 
ſowing the tares of diſſentmg pride amongſt 
Chriſtians, Some have obſerved that no leſs 
than four ſcore and eight kinds of hereſies 


_ aroſe in the church in the firſt four-hundred 


years after Chriſt ; they all ſprung from an am- 
bitious deſire after the chair of honour, and 
the authors ſelf-plealing pride in the conceits 
of their own brains. The Pſalmiſt tells us, 
the humble are thoſe whom -God will teach 
his ways. We know the deſcending into 
the loweſt pits and deepeſt wells, is the 
ready way to fee thoſe ſtars at noon-day, 
which others above us cannot behold; when 
we keep in the low vault of humility, we 
may diſcover thoſe ſtars of divine truths 
which others higher than ourſelves cannot 
ſo well diſcern when their eyes are ſwelled 
with pride, 5 


Cajus Nearivs Victorius, who was an old 


man three hundred years after the apoſtle's 


time, and had been a Pagan all his days, in 

his old age he enquired after Chriſt, and 

ſaid he would be a Chriſtian, Simplicianus 

hearing him ſay ſo, would not believe him, 

bur when the church ſaw a work of grace 

indeed upon him, there was ſhouting and 
L 


* 
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dancing for gladneſs, and pſalms were ſung 
in every church, Cajus Nearius Victorius is 
become a Chriſtian: And this was written 
for a wonder, that he in his old age, and in 
his grey hairs ſhould become a Chriſtian, 
Aretius alſo ſpeaks of a certain man in 
his time; it is no feigned ſtory, faith he, 
for I ſaw the man with my own eyes; he. 
was one that had been a moſt vile and deſ- 
perate ſinner, a drunkard, a ſwearer, a game« 


ſter, and ſo he continued to his grey hairs ; 


but at laſt it pleaſed God to ſet his fins in 
order before him, and the man was ſo trou- 
bled in conſcience, that he threw himſelf 
down upon the ground, calling upon Satan 
to take him away: Whereupon, faith. Are- 
tius, prayer was made for him, Chriſtians 
prayed and faſted, they prayed night and 
day; and it pleaſed God at laſt, that; this 
poor aged ſinner was converted, lived a god- 
ly life afterwards, and died comfortably. 
Therefore let not the grey-headed ſinner 
deſpair, though his ſpring be paſt, his ſum- 
mer over, and he arrived at the fall of the 
leaf, The Lord your God is gracious and 
merciful, and will not turn away his face 
from you, if you return unto him. 


The new Jeruſalem hath twelve gates, 
to ſhew' that there is every way acceis fer 
all forts and ranks of ſinners, to come».to 
Chriſt. He. was born in an inn, to ſhew 
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that he receives all comers, young and old, 
poor and rich, &c, 


In the iſland of St Thomas, on the back- 
ſide of Africa, in the midſt of it is a hill, 
over that a continual cloud, wherewith the 
whole ifland is watered. “ Such a cloud is 
Chriſt to his church, he waters it with his 
diviae grace, that it may bring forth the 
fruits of the ſpirit.” © 1 the Lord do keep 
it, I will water it every moment, leſt any 
hurt it, I will keep it night and day,” Ja. 
xkvii. 3. 


Pompeja Paulina, a Roman lady of youth 
and beauty, deſcended of the moſt noble 
funilies of Rome, fell in love with Seneca, 
for the excellency of his doctrine, and the 
gravity and purity of his manners. They 
married, and lived great examples together 
to both their ſexes. So great was her value 
for her huſband, and ſo little did ſhe care to 
live when he was to die, that ſhe choſe to be 
the companion of his death, as ſne had been 
of his life; and her veins were cut as well as: 
his, whilſt ſhe was the auditor of his excel- 
lent diſcourſes: But Nero hearing of it, 
and fearing leſt Paulina's death might bring 
him great reproach, becauſe of her noble al- 
liance in Rome, ſent with all haſte to have 
her wounds cloſed, and if it were poſlible, 
to ſave her life, which, though as one half 
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dead, was done, and ſhe againſt her will 
lived'; but always with a pale hue and wan 
complexion of face, to tell how much of her 
life was gone with Seneca her deareſt friend, 
philoſopher, and huſband, 


I am in ecſtaſy, faith Picus Mirandula, 
to think how profane men rail upon thoſe- 
now, whom one day they will wiſh they had 
imitated, It was excellent counſel that the 
heathen orator gave his hearers, Let us live 
as thoſe that muſt give an account of all at laſt. 


When Demoſthenes was reproached by 
one, I will not, ſaith he, ſtrive with thee in 
this kind of fight, in which he that is over- 
come is the better man. 


When one came and reproached Xeno- 
phon, ſays he, You have learned how to re- 
proach, and 1 have learned haw to bear 
reproach. 45 : 

And Ariſtippus, the philoſopher, ſaid, 
You are fit to caſt reproaches, and I am fit 
to bear them. 


Demochares, an Athenian orator, was 
ſent to king Philip as an embaſſador. 
Philip aſked him how he might pleaſure the 
Athenians; even thus, faith he, go and. 
hang yourſelf. The prince patiently ſent 
him home again, and bid him aſk. the Athe- 
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nians, Who was the moſt noble, the patient * 


| hearer, or venter of ſuch unſeemly lan- 
guage ? 


When one wondered at the patience of 
Socrates, towards one who reproached and 
reviled him; if we ſhould meet one, ſaith 
he, whoſe body were more unſound than 
ours, ſhould we be angry with him, and not- 
rather pity him? Why then ſhould we not 
do the like to him; whoſe ſoul is more diſ- 
eaſed than others ? Tr 
Avguſtus Cæſar, in whoſe time Chriſt 
was born, bid Catullus, the railing poet, to 
ſupper, to ſhew that he had forgiven him, 
Ic is a notable example that we find of 
Pericles, who as he was fitting with others 
in a great aſſembly, a foul-mouthed fel- 
low . bitterly reproached him, and railed 
all the day long upon him, and at night, 
when it was dark, and the aſſembly broke 
up, the fellow followed him and railed at 
him even to his door, and he took no notice 
of him; this is all he ſaid, Friend, it is dark, 
1 pray let my man light you home. 
Joſephus reports of that Herod that is 
made mention of in AA xii. 13. that when 
one Simon a lawyer had grievouſly re- 
proached and ſcandalized him before the 
people, he ſent for him and cauſed him to 
fit down next to him, and in a kind man. 
ner he ſpoke thus to him, Tell me, I pray 
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thee, what thing thou ſeeſt fault worthy, or 
contrary to the law in me? Simon, not hav- 
ing any thing to anſwer, beſought him to 
pardon him, which the king did, was friends 
with him,diſmiſſed him, and. beſtowed gifts 
on him. 

Ptolomy ſon of Lagus, being reproached 
for his mean original, and his friends angry 
that he did. not reſent it; we ought, ſays he, 
to bear reproaches patiently. 

St Paul rejoiced in his ſuffering reproach. 
es for Chriſt's ſake. Therefore, ſaith he, I. 
take pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, 
in neceſſities, in And ag N in diſtreſſes- 
for Chrilt's ſake ; for when J am weak, then, 
am 1 ſtrong, 2 Cor. x. 12. If ye be re- 
proached for the name pe Chriſt, happy are 
ye; for the ſpirit of glory and of God reſt- 
eth Upon you, 1 Pet. IV, 34" 


There is a remarks le” tory of a king 
that wept, which when his brother ſaw, he 
aſked him why he was ſo penſive? Becauſe, 
faith he, I have judged others, and now I 
muſt be judged myſelf, And why, ſaith his 
brother, do you ſo take on for this, it may 

erhaps be a long time ere that day come, 
and beſides that is but a ſlight matter; the 
king faid- little to it at the preſent, —Now 
it was a cuſtom in that country, when any 
had committed treaſon, there was a,trum- 
pet {ounded at his door in the night-time, 
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and he was next day brought out to be ex- 
ecuted, Now the king commanded a trum» 
pet to be ſounded at his brother's door in 
the night time, who, awakening out of his 
ſleep when he heard it, aroſe, and came 
quaking and trembling to the king ; How 
now ? ſaid the king, what is the matter 
you are ſo affrighted ? I am, ſaid he, accu- 
ſed of treaſon, and next morning | ſhall be: 
executed, Why, ſaith the King to him. 
again, are you ſo troubled at that; know- 
ing that you ſhall be judged by your bro-. 
ther, and for a matter that your conſcience. 
tells you, you are clear ot? How much 
more therefore may I be afraid, ſeeing that 
God ſhall judge me, and not in a matter 
that my conſcience frees me of, but of that 
whereof I am guilty ? and beſides this, if 
the worſt come, it is but a temporary death 
you ſhall die, bur I am liable to death eter- 
nal, both of the body and ſoul. | 


The Egyptians drew the picture of time 
with three heads; the firſt of a greedy wolf 
gaping for time palt ; becauſe it hath raven? 
oully devoured the memory of ſo man 
things paſt recalling, The ſecond, of a 
crowned lion roaring for time preſent, be- 
cauſe it hath the principality of all actions, 
for which it calls loud. The third, of a 
deceitful dog, fawning for time to come, 
becauſe it feeds ſome men with marly flat» 
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tering hopes, to their eternal undoing : As 
you would give up your accounts at the laſt 
day with joy concerning this talent of time, 
with which God hath truſted you, conſider 
in what manner you can beſt improve it 
while it is preſent, 


It was a cuſtom of old, when any were 
baptized, for the miniſter to deliver a white 
garment to be put on, ſaying, Take thou this 
white veſtment, and ſee thou bring it forth 
without ſpot at the judgment ſeat of Jeſus 
Chriſt; whereupon one Maritta, baptiſing 
one Elpidophorus, who, when he was grown 
up, proved a profane wretch, he brings forth 
the white garment, and holding it up, 
ſhakes it againſt him, ſaying, This linen 
garment, Elpidophorus, ſhall accuſe thee at 
the coming of Chriſt, which I have kept by 
me as a witneſs of thy- apoſtaſy. 


Cyprian, in his ſermon de lapfis, reporteth 
of divers, who forſaking the faith, were given 
ver to evil ſpirits, and died fearfully.. 
« All you that forſake the Lord, ſhall come 
to be aſhamed, and they that depart from 
him ſhall be written on the earth,” Fer. xvii. 
13. to begin well, and not to proceed, is 
but to aſpire to a higher pitch, that the fall 
may be the more deſperate. Back- ſliding 
is a wounding in. You read of no armour 
for the back, though you do for the breaſt: 
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He that is but ſeemingly good, will prove 
at laſt exceedingly bad. They wax worſe 
and worfe, deceiving and being deceived.” 
The wolf, though he often diſſembles, 
and cloſely hides his nature, yet he will, one 
time or other, ſhow himſelf to be a wolf. 


The heathens looked upon the back parts 
of pleaſure, and ſaw it going away from 
them, and leaving a ſting behind, 

Pleaſures paſs away as ſoon as they have 
wearied out the body, and leave it as a 
bunch. of grapes, whoſe juice hath been 
preſſed out; which made one to ſay, I ſee 
no greater pleaſure in this world, than the 
contempt of pleaſure, D 

Xerxes, being weary of all pleaſures, pro- 
miſed rewards to the inventors of new plea- 
fures, which being invented, he nevertheleſs 
remained unſatisfied, © The eye is nor: 
ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear filled with 
hearing,” Eccleſ. i. 8. There is a curſe of 
unſatiableneſs lies upon the creature; ho- 
nours cannot ſatisfy the ambitious man, nor 
riches the covetous man, nor pleaſures the | 
voluptuous man ; men cannot take off the 
wearineſs of one pleaſure by another, for 
after a few evaporated minutes are ſpent in 
pleaſures, the body preſently fails the mind, 
and the mind the deſire, and the deſire the 
fatisfaction, and all the man. | 
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Pleaſures are Junos in the purſuit, and 
but clouds in the enjoyment ; pleaſure is a 
beautiful harlot ſitting in her chariot, whoſe 
four wheels are pride, gluttony, luſt and 
idleneſs; the two horſes are proſperity and 


abundance; the two drivers are idleneſs and 


ſecurity; her attendants and followers are 
guilt, grief, late repentance, if any, and often 
death and ruin; many great men, and many 
ſtrong men, and many rich men, and many 


hopeful men, and many young men have 


come to their ends by her, but never any 
enjoyed full ſatisfaction and content in her. 
Avoid this harlot, and come not near the 
door of her houſe. Only to touch them, to 
taſte them as Mithridates uſed poiſon; to 
fortify yourſelves againſt caſual extremities 
and maladies. When Mr Roger Aſcham 


aſked the lady Jane Gray how ſhe could loſe 
- "ſuch paſtime, her father with the Dutcheſs 


being a hunting in the park, ſmilingly an- 
ſwered, All ſport in the park is but a ſha- 
dow of that pleaſure 1 find in this book, 
having a good book in her hand. 
Auguſtine before his converſion, could 
not tell how to live without thoſe pleaſures 
which he delighted much in, but when his 
nature was changed, and his heart graci- 
oully turned to the Lord, O how ſweet, 


ſaith he, 1s it to be without thoſe foriner 
ſweet delights! 
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There are no pleaſures ſo delighting, ſo 
ſatisfying, ſo raviſhing, ſo engaging, and ſo 
abiding, as thoſe that ſpring from union and 
communion with God ; as thoſe that flow = 
from a ſenſe of intereſt in God, and from an 
humble and holy walking with God, 

Let the thoughts of a' crucified Chriſt, _ 
ſaid one, be never out of your mind ; let 
them be meat and drink to you, let them 
be your ſweetneſs and conſolation, your de- 
fire, your reading, and your meditation, 
your life, death, and reſurrection. 


Memorable is that ſtory of Pyrrhias, a 
merchant of Ithaca, who at ſea eſpying an 
ancient man a captive in a pirate's ſhip, 
took compaſſion on him, redeemed him, 
and bought his commodities which the pi- 
rates had taken from him, which were cer- 
tain barrels of pitch, The old man per- 
ceiving, that not for any good ſervice he 
could do him, nor for the gain of that com- 
modity, but merely out of pity and charity 
he had done this, diſcovered a great maſs 
of treaſure hidden in the pitch, whereby the 
merchant in a ſhort time became very rich, 
at which time God made that word good, 
He that ſoweth liberally, ſhall reap libe- 

rally; the liberal foul ſhall be made fat; 
the liberal deviſeth liberal things, and by 
liberal things he ſhall Rand,” It is fabled 
of Midas, that whoever he touched, he turn- 


j 
. — — . — — 


—— — 


( 132. ) 


ed into gold: It is certain that a liberal 
hand, and liberal heart turns all into gold, 
into gain, as ſcripture and experience do 
abundantly evidence, 1 | 


It is reported of Tiberius the emperor, 
that paſſing by a place where he ſaw a croſs 
lying on the ground upon a marble ſtone, 
and cauſing the ſtone to be digged up, found 
a great deal of treaſure under the croſs. 
« So has many a precious ſaint found great 
treaſure under the croſſes and afflictions they 
have been exerciſed with,” 


I have read of an Italian poet, who brings 
in a proper young man, rich and potent, 
diſcourſing with death in the habit of a 


mower, with his ſcythe in his hand, cutting 
down the life of all men; for all fleſh is 


graſs, Ja, xl. 6. And wilt thou not ſpare 
any perſon ? ſaith the young man; I ſpare 
none, ſaith death. Death's motto is, I yield 
ro none. 

A heathen once ſaid, That the whole life 
of man ſhould be nothing elſe but a medi- 


tation of death. 


Luther's laſt prayer was this, My Hea- 
venly Father, thou haſt manifetted unto me 
thy dear fon Jeſus Chriſt, I have taught 
him, I have known him: I love him as my 
life, my health and my redemption, whom 


the wicked have perſecuted, maligned, and 
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and with injury affected; draw my ſoul to 


. thee. After this he ſaid, I commend m 


ſpirit into thy hands, thou haſt redeemed ' 


me, O God of Truth, Se. 


Sir Henry Wotton thought it the great- 
eſt happineſs in this life, to be ar leiſure, 
and to do good ; as in his latter end-he was 
uſed to ſay, when he reflected on paſt times, 


though a man eſteemed ſober and learn- 


ed, How much time have I to repent of, 
and how little to do it in! 


Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, a little before 
his death, adviſed his relations to be ſerious 


in the ſearch after the will of God in the 
holy word: For, ſaid he, it is deſervedly 
accounted a piece of excellent knowledge 
to underſland the law of the land, and the 
cuſtoms of a man's country; how much 
more to know the ſtatutes of heaven, and 
"the laws of eternity; thoſe immutable and 
-eternal laws of juſtice and righteouſneſs ! to 


know the will and pleaſure of the Great 


'Monarch and Univerſal King of the whole 
world! © I have ſeen an end of all perfec- 
tion; but thy commandments, O God, are 
- exceeding broad. 


The great Duke of Montmorency, col - 


league to the Duke of Orleans, brother to 
the French king Lewis XIII. in the war 
by them agitated againſt the miniſtry of 
Cardinal Richlieu, being taken and convic- 
ted at Lyons, a _ beheading, 
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looking upon himſelf, then very richly at- 
tired, Ah! ſays he, this becomes not a ſer- 
vant of the crucified Jeſus! What do I with 
theſe vanities about me? He was poor, de- 
ſpiſed and mocked, when he went to the 
croſs to die for my ſins ; And immediately 
he ſtripped himſelf of all his finery, and put 
a more grave and modeſt garment on him, 
Charles V. emperor of Germany, king of 
Spain, and Lord of the Netherlands, after 
- three-and-twenty pitched fields, ſix tri- 
umphs, four kingdoms conquered, and eight 
pt incipalities added to his dominions, a 
greater inſtance can ſcarce be given, reſign- 
ed up all his pomp to other hands, and be- 
took himſelf to his retirement; leaving this 
teſtimony behind him concerning the life 
he ſpent in the honours and pleaſures of his 
retreat from them all; that the ſincere ſtudy, 
profeſſion, and practice of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, had in it ſuch joys and ſweetneſs, as 
courts were ſtrangers to. 3 
Cardinal Wolſey, the moſt abſolute and 
ealthy miniſter of ſtate this kingdom ever 
had, ſo that in his time he ſeemed to govern 
Europe as well as England, when he came 
to the period of his life, left the world with 
this cloſe reflection upon himſelf, Had 1 
been as diligent to ſerve my God, as I was 
to pleaſe my king, he would not have left 
me now in my grey hairs. | 


T0 2298.1 ö D. : 


